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Evi dence Not Strong Enough 

D. J. Believed 
Case Against Joi 

Wa OUM Tnm 

Justice Department officials would not 
' port* that they had abandoned plana to 
jyrx- determine whether United Mine Worker* 
iPlewis and the Mine B. Coal Co., Sprin^fieldj 
■ civil rights statute in a $350,000 transaction. L_. 
that the department had decided that evidence it 
; relating aince mid-summer did not_ warrant action. 

Atty. Qea. Biddle m kncnm to bawf 
' aadgned acme ol tiU top-Hight attor- 
ney* to the ease, which tavolvwi a 
question whether the transaction m 
In violation of the Wagner Ad tight 
of Mine B employes to bargain col- 
lectively . That would have been «o* 
ikiered a violation of the 7>-year-oid 
atm right* statute. 

' it was aald that Lgwis lent or **w 
about #330,000 to the ocanpaay to W*. 
allef ediy to cover to k *ae* in a iock- 
out of emptoyti who were member* of 
the AJ% Progr waive Mine Worker** 

Evidence of the transaction wat 
. brought to the department’! attention 
by the Internal Bevmue Bureau, which 
dhwered h while investigating a pot- 
alble intern* tax >pje. It later was 
found that no tax« kv violation Wi* . 
tovolvwd j 
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L Lewis* War of Nehru :Sf&*£uUmxk 

• - . r 1 «*-■-* v* ' -r- -- M f>- 


Y OHM L. Ltwu* announcement 
•I BBT ius fSHJng off of the coal 
•trike is merely another “truce** till 
June 20 once more demonstrates that 
this would-be fuehrer of American 
labor, who has just been fulsomely 
eulogized by Hitler's V oelMscher 
Beobachtcr t will stop at nothing to 
gain his ends. There can be no com- 
promise with this war of nerves. Be- 
fore June 20, if no settlement of the 
differences between coal miners and 
operators has been reached, the gov- 
ernment must act to prevent any fur- 
ther sabotage. 

From the standpoint of the coun- 
try and the mine workers, Lewis’ 
second coal strike was disastrous. But 
from the standpoint of Lewis him- 
self, the strike brought certain com- 
pensations. It interfered with war 
production. It allowed him to prove 
his loyalty to the defeatists and to. 
those Republicans who support a 
negotiated peace and the appeasement 
of Hoover, Taft, Vandenberg, Lon- 
don, and Ham Fish. For Lewis must 
be credited with putting' over the 
union-busting Smith-Con naBy btQ in 
the House. In addition, be weakened 
the fight against inflation. He seri- 
ously delayed efforts to get on with 
the war. His actions will result in the 
deaths of more young Americans 
than could be accounted for by a 
wolf-pack of Nazi submarines or a 
A vision of Ass troops. 

* ,? Lewis has indulged in a good deal 
if self-righteous posturing. He hat 
talked of his devotion to the rank- 


and-file miners, but his actions dur- 
ing the mine “truce” belied his words. 
He refused, with the eager collabo- 
ration of the mine operators, to push 
for settlement of the miners’ demands 
during the period of the “truce.” 
Instead, be blocked negotiations, 
turned his back on the War Labor 
Board’s every effort to eettl^ the 
dispute equitably, while he carefully 
perfected plans to violate labor’s no- 
strike agreement once again, and by 
so doing to endanger the security of 
the labor movement 

His timing is worth consideration. 
He ordered the second strike just as 
the Smith -Connally bill reached the 
House floor, and tailed off the strike 
the moment the bill was passed. 
Thereby, Lewis advanced his plot 
against both the CIO and AFL. 
Thereby, he made his “contribution” 
to the Hoover-Taft scheme to throw 
the domestic economy into con fusion, 
from which reaction hopes to “res- 
cue” it with a negotiated peace, a 
sellout to the enemy. At the time of 
Munich, Oaladier played chorus to 
Chamberlain. Now Lewis » Daladfcr 
to Hoover and In friends. 

Though the House pasted the leg- 
islation Rep. Howard Smith has been 
trying to slip through for yean, it can 
still be stopped in the Senate or, if’ 
that fails, by mobilizing proper sup- 
port behind the presidential veto. . 
President Roosevelt and die beads of 
key government agencies have ex- 
pressed opposition to dm war-wreck- 
ing bQL 


-T.f . 

It must also be recog ni zed that • 
Lewis has been able to seduce a large - 
number of coal miners only because 
they have justified grievances which 
he has pretended to support. Apart 
from the wage question, the princi- ■ 
pal source of these grie vances « the 
continued failure to keep hying coats 
within bounds. At the White Hook 
meeting of Labor’s Victory Board, 
Presidents Murray and Green stressed 
that the anti-inflation program eras 
bring undermined by OPA Director 
Prentiss Brown’s vacillations and by 
the concerted attack of reactionaries 
in Congress, in the Republican Party, 
attd from inside the OPA itself. The 
refusal so far to grant subsidies to 
make posable the roll-back of prices 
flays into the hands of Lewis and his 
masters. Lewis has made much of die 
high cost of living while deliberately 
purring inflation. He has gambled on 
mashing OPA, hoping for uncon- 
trolled fa** 1 ™ which will debauch . 
the economy. The real weapon ' 
against Lewis kto push prices back 
to the levels of S ep t emb e r 1942. Av -• 

Lewis has done his best to wreck 
and divide. His entry into the AFL 
would give him another and greater 
opportunity to scuttle organized la- 
bor. The President stressed this paint 
when he met the labor representa- 
tives, and added his wish —which is 
die wish of the win -the- vrar groups 
e ver yw here — for unity between the 
AFX and CIO. .Lewis cannot sur- 
vive such unity, or die rwdtantj 
latioo which it would impose on 
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yVith Ickes; Ends Strike J 
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 4.-]oho Lx*wi 


;wii gjid Interior Secro- 

WLfitWa; 


*i _1J ¥ Tkljkii 4 A^av TlfPtPnlpd "Thp WLBiv(War_ Ubor 

‘V? isctflEs'ja 
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c?srit was not immediately clear whether the poard 

accept the present. 

In four conferences lasting * 

a w 1 J <. koU krtiirt 

til Of ODiy one « 1 *U m immi 


til Of Obi} wut ».>v* - ■’ — ; y ' 

tlJWj Tnitfd Mine Workers , leader 


ar^i xjir one Government official 
who has remained on cordial fpeak- 
fce terms with him throughout the 
coal conflict, labored ana brought 


forth * rabbit. Most ob^iveis ex- 
pected the WLB to spend many 
turbulent boun deciding whether 
to accept the agreement or to pre 
1 cipitate « new collision. 


V>UU) uut 
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Two key provisions in the agree 
• ment laid the basis on which the 
■ UMW Policy Committee last night 
ordered the coal miner* to return 
to the pits: 

^ The UMW reduced th e min w 
customary lunch period from 30 
to 15 minutes. The additional woric- 
ine time wifl give the miners dany 
tray equivalent to the terms of the 


iKiT : 

J UlilW contract with Illinois ope™- 
I tors rejected by the WLB. T* 1 **’ 
i will get $8.50 a day instead of 


the 


1 will get $8.50 m w-j w 7 Y r 4 t 
i $&1& which was granted in tbe 

| WLB deciskm. - 

a The same daOy wane will be 
*1 to other miners throughout the 


| P*id 
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time cut and the arbitrary firing 
0 x *-**.*} mi 45 minutes 

throughout the Appalachian 
are the issues that may wuse the 
sharpest controversy within the 
WLB. 

Ickes and JLewi* estimated that 
an additional 20 million tons 
bituminous and 2 mUUon tom at 
anthracite coal would be yieWed 
t>y the additional work tone, Wrt 
other observers express^ d^ubt: 
that the miners would faftmvdly 
abide by the IS-minuie iuik^«ot* 
period and might interpret it fee 
themselves as a laoe-uving form- 
ula which they w ere not compelled 
to recognize. 

1 IVIVl J — 

The agreement also created 
much debate as to the extent of the 
victory which Lewis has woo If the 
WLB grants tts approval _TMi 
again appeared to depend on 
whether toe rank-and-file mtem 
rebelled against tbe curtailment at 
their luncheon period or ehoee to 



accept the plan as an easy way out 
of tbe deadlock. 
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After Coal Men Strike 

• Next Move Up to Lewis; 
Ickes Again Put in Charge^ 



By James A* W: 

MT* hmhornmi Utov 

WASHINGTON, Nov. fc.~Tbe fourth nationwide coal itote 
today resembled a movie &at everybody had already aeeo three 

timeS " “ m L>iwis 


/ ■ V * .’VT . ^r jU 


; bad dawdled while the miners wM 

““ _ .* Prtrt o mm U Kt(1 


lenNand rilent/y stnICY; and mice again Frend ent Booseveh bad 

. ^ ^ . *■ * iV* — < 1111 ■ * ™ *~ " 1 


ordered Government seizure of the 
mines as the first move toward end- 
Ing the walkout. - 

Today according to the old and 
familiar scenario it is Lewis’ turn 
to stride onto the stage and an- 
nounce— after due deliberation with 
his colleagues— that the coal miners 
will return to work. 


Lewis Silent 

But there were ft£Q acme uncer 
tain elements in die performance; 
Lewis gave no assurance that be 
would play his customary part now 
that the President has aet the stage 
for him. Following touaoce of the 
White House order last night 
maintained his usual reticence; he 
was not expected to speak out until 
the 111m policy committee as- 
aembtoati o’clock this afternoon. 


I 


Stnoies »i ■■ — — — , 

While ft is generally anticipated 
that he will yield, ft is highly un- 
certain whether he will swallow 
the wage-terms laid down by me 
War Labor Board or wheth er be 
will decree that the minm work 
under the conditions of theft old 
contract pending aotne new nego- 
tiations or talk onnauue vers. 

FDR Acts Pronjptly 

Another tmpredtoteble hemh 
whether the rank-and-file, miners, 
apparently further embittered md 
^SeDtois ov« the Ut^ develop- 
ments, wfll trot® willingly to the 
c •— « when the fi»E* go up. Mort 
Z believe Lewis, and M* 

j *— af a back-to-wonc 

/ — be a last* 

f 

7*2 ^ -2/* 

Orvjf! ^ 

11134 m^Si 


strike, after the government hasi 
taken over the mines, would makel 
union officials liable to prosecution j 
under the criraina) pen a lti es of tbe | 
Smitb-Connally act 

Seizure of the mines brought do 
J oy to the coal operators who have 
repeatedly claimed they etc “ 
innocent victims of this procedure* 
Edward R- Burke, spokesman tor 
the Southern Appalachian Opera- 
tors, lamented last night: 

It would seem that in a sensible 
and reasonable society there should 
.be some way of punishing the 
the guOty and not the innocent party- 
he I While the operators brooded 
FDR*i action had banished any 
doubt in Lewis' mind that we 
Government would try to wait nto 
out Once again the oest toov^ln 
Lewis's; If be hesitate*, the 
House will again not wait tor 
answer. The reel is moving *- 
this tone, 
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Ik S A third day 
**■ passed, with T-..Tewis still holding 
*a club over the nation s war effort, millions 
' of Americans both at home and in the armed 
forces are boiling with indignation that such 
a situation could happen in the midst of war. 

The miners are mistakenly following l«wia 
in this disastrous strike because they hare" 
so far, seen no other leadership in their 
i union. They are isolated from the rest of 
Lthe labor movement and are not fully aware 
that there are ways other than strikes 
through which they can win their demands. 
' : Th^ CIO, now in convention at Philadel- 
phia, took a stand that showed <*nce more 
. that it really expresses the patriotism and 
‘will of the workers. Its program should be 

a - i_ i a. _ xt Tl»a nn mIW .fnv 

- brougm ui vue utiiici ©, ***c 
i * crapping of the outworn “Little Steel" 

; formula and for wage adjustment. But not 
for the purpose of doing away with a slabili 
'■gallon program, but in order to assure “ 


! 



CIO further declared that It Is possible! 

A. ! At*, —J * * J -* 

TO win yui puucy mu wmjjc ujuhuucut uuajm 

If the no-strike pledge is strictly upheld. Ill 
called upon the miner* and railroad workers* 
to join with the CIO in a drive to win tlie * 
people for the change. " ;*.* 

The leaders of the American federation 
of Labor, on the other hand, are still silent < 
on the mine strike. This strengthens the 
jyupicion that the AFL’s convention at Bos- 
ton delayed readmission of Lewis because it 
did not want to have the embarrassing strike 
on its hands. These schemers may rest as- 
sured, however, that when the score is added 
up they, too, will not escape some rdsponai- 

Viili 4 II “ * 

The CIO shows not only that its first con- . 
cent is for the war, but it also recogniiesji 
that you can’t win America for wage adjust-fl 
ments,* price roll-back and a fair tax pro-H 
gram by a policy that plays into the hands* 
of the defeatists and their Lewises. 

To win the people, labor baa to really put ’ 
forw ard its entire united strength— > CIO, 

•* — TFL, Railroad Brotherhoods, miners. The : 
Lewis path is one that serves those who \ 
want to drive away public support from _ 
t labor. - • • '*) 

I The AFL’r members, as vitally interested > 
j as the CIO is the policy outlined at Phila- * 
delpbia, have the big task of bringing oat 
their nnions for it. To do so they must bring 
the full weight of their pressure against the 
* Woll-Hutcheson Republican defeatist forces] 

4 IT 1- A X- X -~UV T A «n‘. dvill 

i WfJU IRIX U ui UiUiKUCh pravu 

efforts to smash the CIO when labor unitwl 
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|Mine btrike nJ>\ J 

*TN ORDERING government seizure of the 

* mines. President Roosevelt took the only 

* - Vim 4 a fh* fntp>TMtft 

QOtUK y}IUl nw UJU4 W ^vwv- •— w — — 

of a nation at war. 

fTh ordering the fourth mine strike. John 
T.VJfwis h as once more extended a helping 
*Kand to the Axis, and he did it at the very 
moment when the cables on the Moscow 
conference agreements were spelling out an 
early doom for Hitler. While Senators Rey- 
nolds and Wheeler, Lewis' political friends, 
mouthing their dissatisfaction because 
the last weapons wefe knocked out of Hit- 

i ler’s hands, Lewis sought to knife the home J 
front. ( 

Once more the country 'can see who really [ 
'leads labor. At Philadelphia, the uiO con- 
vention under President Philip Murray’* 
leadership, reaffirmed its unqualified no- 
strike pledge at a special order of business. 
The CIO fully recognizes that Hitler’s doom 
is near, but it also recognizes that it will still 
take hard fighting and sacrifices to make 
that possible. It warned against com- 
placency , Lewis is scabbing upon that policy 

_ * % _ i J t - IUa MMATtaxMi mA 

Ox l*UOTf mjja IS CA^iViUUK UiC V* 

- the miners to accomplish his purpose. 

As we have stated many times, the miners 
are justified in their dissatisfaction with the 
WLB agreement. But this cannot serve a*^ 
iah excuse for the strike. I 

i The reactionary bloc in Congress which! 
j even at this hour is preparing to fight the $ 
■president’s program for a roll-back in prices 

iL.i 1.* V\« //vJ stihiMv friMHA 

Ui«v JJG UUUiiiPU <ui mn *w»* 

Monday, is, like Lewis, responsible Tor the 
aituation ; so.are the profit-hungry employ- 
ers and so is the inflexible attitude of some 
government officials and the War Labor 
Board. 

But by striking and playing into the hands 
of labor’s enemies, the miners are jeopardis- 
ing their own interests both as workers and 

Mti TVisr »Vrtn 1 4 ^ Inin tfi ft wn« 

UWUiUUOi iuv; DuwiitM -v-.- s-’-’ *-”■ 

eral stream of labor in a campaign to win 
. a sound stabilization program, price roll-* 
(j backs, democratic taxes and wage adjusts 
£ menta. Through a united effort, labor couldy 
| win much without harming the war effort* 
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nfers With ' / T^ 
Ickes, Shutdown 
Crippling Output 



WASHINGTON, Nov. 
fcany vital war plant* *lw*4y fe*i 
jng a fuel ptoeh, John LN**wt » bj 
jbnigbt stiy made no move to enff 
l^tftoal strike of SW.OOO coal 
miners. 

Despite President Jtoc*evelt # » 
back -to- Work .ultimatum to the 
miners nktef them to report In 
woe* by Wednesday morning, a 
scheduled meeting of the union's 
policy committee was not co evened 
this afternoon. 

The committee was subject to im- 
mediate call, however, as Lewi* was 
In conference with Fuel Annlnls- 
txattrr Harold U Icke*. whom the 
President appointed as govercuiieok 
rtstodiaa of all the mines. 


warned that mates 

quickly iwuaetf the 

hire to institute a share 
coal program, He from 
2,000,000 tons of coal in transit 
restricted retail fuel deliveries as' 
further conservation measures. t 
Failure to acree and continued 
interruption of production may ted 
Stabilisation Director Fred VL Vta- 
aon*lo use his FresidenUaUy-eon* 

1 1 erred authority to withhold the 
i 1 * dues -check -off funds, cam 
■1 min ers' d raf t defe rment* an ) 
ithhoM certificates of availabllll ( 
r employment from those who n * 
r use to wort. 

Ickes' action restricting retail 
fuel deliveries means retail dealers 
and other selling in tea than car- 
load Jots art banned from deliveries. 
Consumers are prohibited from ac- 
cepting soft coal unless they have 
iesrf than 10 days* supply on hand. 
Deliveries to householders within 
these limits art limited to cot ton 
each. 

In his warning of a possible 
ahare-tbe-coal program, he said f 

“ >u*4 



IjtOPVCnON AT ITAHUSTIU 

{ The nation's coal mines were fry- 
ing the BUn and Otripes Hoday, 
the symbol that they are govern ^ 
meat p r o p erty , by order of the 
President Production everywhere 
eras practically at a standstill 
' While no statement was Issued, 
and none promised later tonight, 
She conference between Lewis and 
ickes was befierod to be on effort* 
to reach an agreement on the basis 
Of the War Labor Board decision. 
The President has authorised I ckes 
At> negotiate such an _ ^ 

Lewis planned to meet with a 

tt-man subcommittee of the pohCA 

jatttac that was named yeste- 
j to Wing back w report on the 
Fresumahiy they 
i to bear a report o n the talk * 
Ipkass, ’’ 

1 NO'/ 10 1943 
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jmuld be Instituted among ho 


d wsl 


holders to protect the health of 
workers. He hoped It would / 
unnecessary tet said If tt was 
needed he was confident persons 
with more than sufficient ooal 
would gladly share 1L 
Be informed presidents of all ooal 
companies producing more than W 
toes a day that the primary aim of 
government ma n a g e m ent Is main- 
tenance of full production for the 
effective prosecution of the war. 

•JJl officials and employes of tth 
company are to perform their turn 1 
function* siid 
rthorised IckwJjjOh the mine 
agreement." — * 
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Coal Is Ammunition!/ I 
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patriotic miner will agree 


s and 
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tinnAwf 4ka Proal^aflf’e aacaf4trtn tflif 

W**v * 4 B WVW »#hW "■- * 

“we can no more idler* t* the letting down 
of coal production than we can tolerate let- 
ting down the shipping of supplies to oar 

w um ^ » 

This mesns that the policies of John L-n ' 
sabotaging the prosecution of the ^ 
war mos^ not be tolerated. Coal production 

wi»*f iwwi+mn* A #niii41i «nw»l mil ri rflfl* 

Wf *V»4 « V « »» I I 

must not be permitted. 

This is the course to take irrespective of 
merits or demerits of the War Labor Board’s | 
decision* Tb* four bbor TnamKan «n tfcfi 
WLB, and the editorial columns of this 
paper, have already expressed criticism of 
some of the provisions of the WLB decision 
on the proposed coutr&ct for ifa* *oft co*l 
miners, as well as on its 32 -cent anthracite 
raise. ? 

The President has correctly stressed some 
of the good features of the decision# 
dally the recognition for the first time of 
the principle of portal- to-portal pay for 
which some compensation is granted. This 
is undoubtedly ± partial victory* And it is 
principally due- to the vigorous voice Presi- 
dent Philip Murray of the CIO raised in be-t 
half of .the miner*. | 

But for the miners sow to take again to | 
the Lewis strike path la to undermine the 
cha nc es for a further adjustment in their 
wage standards and at the same time to 
harm the entire labor movement. Further 
improvement for them will be possible only 
If the fight Is successful against the eon- * 
gressional bloc that is scuttling sound stabi- 
lization; against the profita-first crowd and 
AntiiKt the Ux-th e-poor crowd, as against * 
those who cling to the' outward “Little Steel" 
raise limit- .* < . .. _ - ' 

But this fight can. succeed only by labor ’ 
folly honoring its no-ertrike pledge and car-|' 
tying its fight to the people through -united I 
political struggle. j : ^ v ■ I 
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WMiners Avoid -Pits 


, FDR Still Firm; Won’t ^AUflw 

Further Defiance of WLB / 

* ' By J*>«s A. Wecrslb 

nr* KdM muA 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1, -lohn LAfcewi s, who' enjoy* big 
moments, faced a long hour of decision today. - 

While thousands of restive, angry coal miners stayed away 

* . - at- 2— itiA f . rtVv AAnorat cf riV* nf 1&43. Lewi* prepared 

uom tue pua «i me — r" y “ / ; . 

to go into aession here with 200 officials of the United Mine 
Worker* union* 


r- They assembled fa the face/of 
^ President Roosevelt t warping that 
li j he would act to "insure produce 
-S tion of coal if the VMW rejected 
the latest Vace terms laid down by 
— the W*LB \U axJahg T Boa rd ) 

(V As the \TMNV chiefs fpKnered 
| ^ Government officials were watching 
f ^ the clock. Although the President 
had fixed do exact deadline tor ac- 
ceptance of the WLB s decision ft 
irijj be certain he would not fcoh 
crate any prolonged filibuster by 
the miners leaders. Some sources 
doubted be would wait longer than 
nightfall for his answer. 

War of Nerves 

Id customary fashion Lewis gave 
no advance hint of any recommen- 
dations or remarks he may make to 
the union’s policy committee. He 
was once again carrying his war of 
nerves to the breaking point. He re- 
wined fa silent aedusion over the 

W< There was do visible crack fa 
the solidarity of the miners ranks 
as the eight -root) th -old conflict 
reached a new climax* Once again, 
w itho ut an official signal, they ap- 
peared ready fa invoke their 
ancient slogan: "No contract, do 

At the fame time Government 
” afficUls, led by President Roose- 
velt, were reported more deter- 
mined than ever fa. threw the 
hnrk" at the UMW if it renewed 
Its defiance of tfl* * ** &- No talk 
of compromise was fa the air. 


^Possible Measures 

(fossible measures being di® 
culked ranged from immediate can! 
cetfctkro of the UMW*! cbeck-ofi 
privileges to ultimate re-seizure <# t 
the mines, prosecution of any strike 
leaders under the Smith -Conn ally 
law and Induction of miners who 
refused tn work. Whether anv or 
sdl of these steps would produce 
coal remained to be seen. The pre- 
vailing view appeared to be that 
Lewis would not risk the test. 

Some officials contended it would 

easier to nromote a back -to work 
movement tnis time since the WLB 
Kat approved an agreement that 
substantially increases the miner? 
take-home-pay— even though it falls 
37k cents a day short df the D- 
tjnn ig r»act submitted to the Board- 
But crtSers voiced doubt that Lewis 
and his policy committee could 
halt the fasurgence promptly even 
If they voted to accept the contract. 

Way Out for Lewis 

One "out* had been suggested to 
the UMW chiefs by President 
Roosevelt Friday and reiterated fa 
a weekend message from the WLB, 
Answering Lewi? claim that the 
new agreeujem wvuiu ***»«***, » 

In the basic wage-rate, the Board 
formally bid him It would approve 
a clause guaranteeing that do 
miners receive less for a days work 
than they obtained under the old| 

If he Is unwjlktrfg* to face a fight- 
to the finishTLewis could conceiv- 
j ably dte this guarantee ai~ remov-j 



hU objection 

ijns 

'Fhere were reports. , 

tbit Lewis might receive some a*i ! 
suAmce from the White House w 
the WLB that the major outlines of 
the WLBs wage prooosa) would be 
extended to cover other sections of 
the Appalachian region. One fa 
formed source took the view that 
the new strike was prftoarfly ifa 
rijmed to win that assurance. 

any case the next move 
up 'to the miners* chieftain. N 
knew whether he would I 
with a hang or a whimper* 


rfly fa 

*- ;. <b 

we wart 

Nobody]) 

respond} 


- ve,?:-- 

j* . » ■ 


...DUO® - ‘ 

\ \ v - f vjt -A . 

Ak 3KCKT XilXOKP'PP V 

^ Z SO v fl 1143 


W-'f^ 


JMj 4m a clipping front 

■a w 9 t.t j* 

for 

Clipped *t the *eat 

Ocvemmaal - ir «■ -j. v 

. . - 
-Jft -V ,-*• * 


13 KOVl 1 1343 



V 


w wi 


O 


V 


V 

. ^ - . . 

-rfiine Seizure 

likely Mov| 
■If Workers / 
Go on Strike j 

Roosevelt Won’t Act j 
Until After UMW 
Meeting Monday; 
14-2,000 Men Out 
Strife Within 

WAR LABOR BOARD Rubltc 
members protest charge by 
JtFL member* of the board 
that co*} decision was dictated 
Ay other Government ageucie*. 
fW*yne Morse demands that 
Itbey prove or retract the 
charges. (P»l* 5-t • 


Deadline Near 


*Walehtaf ****** ' - ~y\ 

Spokesmen lor the 
en»l ope retort wtla utod t hatRO.yO 

wfticotl •* e " t0 " l "Ef 
Urdu. The A*»d*ted Prwt £ 
ported that an additional B2£W 
Ittffi coal miner* *Uy*dAw*y 
«dK ywtenUy to «*!****“ 
MltcbeU Day, iabonor of a 
of the COT and W»d« of 
anthracite atrike* to 1*00 and WO. 

Pretldent R<x>^* n _ “** t £f 
would take no actJontuotfl tb« 
policy committee meeting but wm 
"ya teh laf the aituation carefully. 

The aeriouaneaa of the eoal ^oH* 
aye wa* amphaateed t>y the ?rit\ 
dent and by Secretary of Interior 
Harold L, Ieke*, vbo in a »epu-tt* 
action froxe at the mine, ^hard 
and aoft eoal/n domeatic riaea to 
«ae a* an emergency P ool JfJ ,t ?; 
aide borne beating eoal needed to 
relieve diatrea* altuationa. , 

in a remark believed directed at 
the threatened fourth general coal 
■trike aUrting with thd expiration 
SHSe current »al “UW*" tomor- 
row midnight, the President said, 
^Te r«5 more tolerate the let- 
ting 6own of eoal production t " 
. we can tolerate letting down of 
1} shipping of supplies to ear 


* Bf Ben V, GtB^f t ,... r w _ 

L President Rootereli promised j fng menJ rwiltoffa 

*> see that coal Is mined" to the * ^ wat tojm ^ 


ieml the United Mine Worker! 
policy committee reject* the War 
Labor Board's Illinois decision at 
a scheduled Monday morning meet* 

i,;. The President’s statement wu 
^bontalned to s letter to War Ubor 
- Board Chairman William S. Davis , 
made public by the White House! 
V ‘at a time when mere than 142,000 
eoal miners were reported Idle. . , 

; fieimie of the mine*, Immediate- 
, b invoking the criminal pe names 

f * jfl (be ConnaUy-Smlth An r 1 
t, was regarded m 
ely "decisive" action 
at would take, although a 
e Service order to induct 
{ ini miner* was atoo to the ptotnre* 


pn the spot— to decide whether to 




* go ahead with s oampkte shuidwti * 

f voMng 520,000 miners and thrij**** 
ned rejection ad. tha WIB 
wd to n alternative wmtryt ir # 
replace the eot tamed icon *'[t. 
the Illinois case tor ecutetoinf as ^ 
unjustified wage Increase of JTlV 
cents a d*y>.^ : |; r - 

dent foh* PNfewii by nape, the *. 
Chief Executive included two 
pointed dig* at the mine leader. 

“Certainly to wartime, the miners 
will not take the position that they 
wit sign no contract other than one 
dictated by their leaders." the 
President said. "We are at war, 
and all of its must make sacrifices 
for our common good and common 
safety * 

Mr, Roosevelt also aald "there! 

Is do basis for the assertion that 
the board* proposals to volte to any 
way a reduction to the basic rates 
that the miner* are icceivtoft."! 
thus challenging » statement mffie} 
by Lewi* to a telegram to his It ' 
tenants which was interpreted r 
signal for a general cost strike. * \ 
Dsvti. Id a letter to the Presi- 
dent which the While House made 
public when the President s an- 
swering letter wu released, stated: 
"The issue is the same dearer* 
ich ft has always been atocetbe 
Inning of the cost c ontroversy , 
«mely: Shall the wage stabttte*', 
on policies of the Government be t 
tiled and enforced Irrespective} 1 
of the displeasure of any group ^ 
toward these pollcieiT" . i 

The Illinois decision—* which todb ! 
rated the type of adjustment of tbs i 
poriaMo- portal controversy the 
WLB would approve — “ha* reached 
every reasonable doubt with re- 
spect to the requirement* of the 
otabiUutioc program Is favor of 
the mtom* d em a nd !,* the had-* 
dentaaML >?■,'* / “V'jl ■ 
“gome may reasonably question 
whether the board has not «ooe t 
too far." be added. - > .-/J 

The President explained that the 
board's nitools pronosal would 
give the miner* $54 for a 51-hour 
•'portal to portal" Wday week^ or 
$g^0 a week more than they art 
amw receiving for 42 hours actual 
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S mines, and $230 a week 
n under the original HL 
tract which WLB rejected, 

3H-bour week auader the 

tract- - eq u ivalent to $1 h 

1 -portal to Rortak" the miner* 
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. "I am confident that wbeojtha 
patriotic American miner* relit** 
the substantial increase, in beahtts 
tty board'* propo aal offer* titan, 
ttjry will not reject the opportwtty 
gj^en them to secure a fontniet,* 
Mi-. RooaeveK said. 

■But, U I am mistaken, and the { 
miners do not accept tbe board’s : 
proposals I sail take decisive ac- 
tion to see that coal U mined." 
Freese Order „ 

Other developments in the coal 
jJ tuition included the following: 

J. Jjj' freezing all domeatic-aise 
coal It] cars at the mines, tekea 
and tbe interstate Commerce 
Commission also took control over 


Ippalaafr- 
a suit- 
onsJbUity 


all industrial anthracite coal pern 
m rails. Tbe freeze of domestic 
she* ws* ordered after a number 
of major coal -consuming cities re- 
ported insufficient reserves of 
coal to heat homes adequately in 
the event of a spell of cold 
weather. 

2. Spokesmen (or the A] 

Ian coal operator* issued 
ment disclaiming any respond 
(for the coal stoppage*. "Beginning 
jfcrith tbe wage negotiations ttikt 
{started in March, the operators 
jhave at all times supported and 
complied with every policy and re- 
quirement of Government. 1 This 
present controversy Is not between 
tbe operators and the mine work* 
*ers, but rather between tbe United 
Mine 'Workers and tbe Federal 
Government'* 

g, Lewis, reached at his home* 
declined to comment on the Presi- 
dent'! statement or other develop- 
ments. * 

4. The Department «f Interior t 
disclosed that soft coal production! 
declined a second successive weak, i 
with 11,900,000 tons produced dur- 
ing tbe week ended October It 
compared with 11,725,000 for 
previous week. A foal of 1^ 

tom a week has been set* 

5. Ickes requisitioned coal 
is for the Pennsylvania 

>ad and from Ohio for tbe New 
brk Central Railroad to keep both 
carrier* operating at fun capacity* 
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S of more than * million member* 

3 affiliates, in convention at Buffalo, 

men da Lion of their executive boa rd ^ w naeryrvuiiQ wave ,) 
: pledge without qualification. They 
ove it as unanimously as the board 
in behalf of such a large segment of 
ery timely and holds significance 
view of the present critical moment 
in faces a test. 

jht will mark another contract dead* 

. At this writing more than 60,000- 
witb at least the tacit approval of 
trhole situation is again in the hands ' 

Monday, from all indications, lewis 
i*blown general strike of coal miners, 
the railroad workers are taking a 


“’.•fWJW" - 

The Office of War Mobilization Director f awes w. • 
Byrnes and Stabilization Director Fred Vinson, who bafs i 
to these 4£ir*jpie! a £ saboteurs of « 

and still continue to fie to, share in this responsibility. 4 
Vinson's veto of the eight cent raise to raQroad w orke r*. j 
is an example. •- .* 

The War Labor Board also refuses to recognise reali- 
ties. The botftd has allowed itself to be mechankaSy| 
hamstrung. IT ^ * ‘ b. p ' J 

* In the myie decision the WLB took months to findj 
a loophole for 4 formal recognition of portal to portal 
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hour administration, bat they ' steered dear of fix more 
flexible provision in the stabilization act itself which gives' 
them and the Byrnes-Vinson offices authority to take 
any measures necessary to aid in the prosecution of the 
war. The fact that coal production was falling off and 
i manpower had been flowing out of the coal industry,' was 
(to them not a sufficient enough -reason for a ruling. 

T he decision giving the Anthracite miners the ridica- 
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hsSsnss a# a vnafka 


i done 
mamL 

aitua-li 
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ny occasions pointed to the justice of 
e ens) miners and railroad workers, 
kited sharply the War Labor Board 
(thorities for dinging to an outworn 
t burns. v 

d for a wage adjustment to enable 
3 with the cost of living rise. But we 
tt said again and again. Such adjust- 
by keeping the no-strike pledge and 
e stabilization program. We regard 
rngram u absolutely essential for we 
Sation would be most harmful to the 


xnatical strait-jacket, is further evidence of the board’s 
policy. The very least the WLB members could have done 
was to join with the four labor representatives’ -demant 
for a chan je. . 

• . • • 

The employers are responsible for the present situa- 
tion by their insistence that profits go above all other 
considerations. Their position dovetaQs perfectly with that 
of Lewis, for neither is be interested in furthering pro- 
duction, placing his defeatist policy above all other eon- 
aid erations. If the employers and Lewis were interested 
in production they eould have easily agreed upon a pro- 
gram that would be both an incentive to more coal output 
and to a corresponding increase in wages — a formula 
that even the WLB would have to approve. r n 

Finally, the labor movement itself is not absolved of 
responsibility; first because of* the disunity is its ranks, 
and secondly because Lewis, utilizing this disunity, is able 
to cultivate some support, when every union in the count 


ommoa people in general. All adjust- .choulfl hold him up as an object of scorn. Isn’t it Jol 


trt be made for the purpose of strength 
to pr ogram. 


L. Lewis who presented labor with th* Smith-Coni 


Dity for the failure of this program 
lublicans in Congress who, jointly with 
mocrats, scuttled the administration’s 
in, They have emasculated measures 
mnd at this very moment continue to 
hey engineered the notorious Ruml soak- 
atn and are now scheming further steps 
ne; they killed the President’s 626,000 
pd greased th^suy^for a Roman holiday 
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f Wb«t path should labor take now? 

The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for it doesn’t 
win wage increases, and what is more important, K negates 
the basic consideration that this is labor’s war and any 
qualification bf the no-strike vote is scabbing upon the 
war to wipe out fascism. 

The constructive .alternative is the mobilization of 
labor's vast, and atill hardly used political strength. Ho. 
this doesn’t mean waiting until next election to cast a ! 


ballot although a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 

l« iL. M.fiv * Kt« /vimfnT TiipaHjiv will h* vprv 

*11 me umu J CIVVVIVilC Villa WMIIII 0 ~ — y ~ w 

important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
vast majority of the people — who are not in labor’s ranks 
4— to the idea that a sound stabilization program is ix • 
|j>erative for a quick and decisive victory over the Ax: i. 

The IrmtPirt ffiCTltfT* IhitP of New York gave w 
practical example of what this means on a local basis. 
A fight which seemed almost impossible to win ended in 
A great victory for the union — and the war effort — with- 


out a strike. 


Congressmen will continue to sabotage the stabiliza- 
tion program, stabilization authorities will continue to 
yield to them, employers will continue to think only Iff 
profits — just as long as they feel labor’s political apatnlr 
And know that the public generally is not yet aroused, li 

If labor wants a sound stabilization program, with 
the President’s seven points fully applied; if a wage policy 
]s to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
uppermost consideration, then labor must unite its forces 
f5 launch its greatest drive to win the people. _ 
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| What path should labor take now? 



The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for It doesn’t 
win wage increases, and what is more important, it negates 
the basic consideration that this is labor’s war and any 
qualification bf the no-strike vote is scabbing upon the 
War to wipe out fascism. j 

The constructive .alternative is the mobilization of 
labor’s vast, and still hardly used political strength. No. j 
this doesn’t mean waiting until next election to cast a ' 
ballot although a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries : 
In the many elections this coming Tuesday will be veiy 
important. It means a drive BIGHT NOW to win the 
*rast majority of the people — who are not in labor’s ranks 
4— to the idea that a sound stabilization program is iqj- 


practical example of what this means on a local basis. 
A fight which seemed almost impossible to win ended in 
a great victory for the union — and the war effort — with- 


' . Congressmen will continue to sabotage the stabffiza* 
lion program, stabilization authorities will continue to 
yield to them, employers wQ] continue to think only jp 
profits — just as long as they feel labor’s political apatm 
and know that the public generally is not yet aroused. « . 

If labor wants a sound stabilization program, with 
the President’s seven points fully applied; if a wage policy > 
ts to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
ttpperTnoft consideration; lilko r must unite Its forces 
IS launch its greatest drive to win the people. _ ; 
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Lewirlgnores . 

Peace Formula' 

| r yi ^ ‘ | 

I WASHINGTON. CW. 

I other "Mionwjde co*J JJfehp C. 

faaJrsn u.A^- 

Vbe UMW yerterd«7 «« 

itt \policy cominittee 

o“iSk Monday monung- 
^o’&l oS the rtoppage 
Monday inomtog. 
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To Eye Lewis 
Union 'Deal' 


A Federal Grind Jury win to* 
asked soon to 

^WrMlfhnst John I * LrrU ’ ■£*_,***' 
fr' Uait*d Mine Worker*. snAWins 
B. coal Co- Springfield, W, de- 
lated toe civil rights statute to 

* 43SO.OOO trenmetlan. » 
kerned yttrttnUy. 

Reliable sources aajd that «n 
inquiry by the Federal Bweaujtf 
Investigation wu about com- 
pie ted, and that toe matter would 
toe placed before a Federal fraud 
Jury here or at Springfield. 

* justice Department official* de- 
clined to comment. 


..does man 

iM-ed to *«n dwi 

Unquefit «o U* c ccnp* ^ J* **** 

ducbft^ft th*m wndir ik»in •eft-, 

toeen report^«*attoe 

reotnt JrtP 

*»*n*nf are*. Ttfc* trip ■ 

OTA tnwtif^tton. to 
whether b> yteUted toe caaottna 
rattening retftUtUJEg 
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Mr. Cara** 
Mr. Co! lay 


Mr. Baadaa 


Mr. McOwlra 
Mr. Qale* 
Mr. Hast* 


Mlu Oaady 


Warner A*t Envehrvd 


It would be Up to toe grand 
Jury to determine whether the 
transaction warrants jua indict- 
ment tv conspiracy to violate toe 
right oft Mine B. eaploysa to bar* 
S5n o6uec lively —a right guanm 
teed them toy toe Wagner Act 
Conviction on charm of Inters 
I rrinc with an Individual a rights 
resulted to a decision that no vto 
yean imprisonment and SIC, 000 

ttnr * 

|t wms ttld* loti&ed or 
miSTS tfit about SS50.000 to 
mn. B, Coal Co, to 1C30, alleged- 
ly to cover losses of toe company 
to a lockout of it* ,«6 Plcyes who, 
were ttR&btn or theWopw^ 
££* Workers tATLv. The Gov- 

ena nent it ^ Vff 

toe purpose was to break the AF£ 
Snl«L which resulted from a split 
SuTto* VUW to lSS^wd per- 
mit Lewis to regain ccmtrol we 
toe miner*. 
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Tax Bswaa Bares Cam 

Ttu^Xnternal Revenue Bureau 
finrlCVscovered tridence ofto* 
transaction during kn tov wtlg* 
Won into a 

case. However, a stud y reportedly 
resulted to a decision that no vio- 
lation ot the tax law «* **• 

'"Bur aa U kaown. tbi. ls cedy 
7 the second time that toe , civil 

f ;Sdw" r«d Jot 

, syp*® J ? , s2£S 

toeVBakecy and Confectionmy 
Workers International Colon 

tAFLl on toW of Mn^riw to 





.SSTon SSSSWWSgg , 1>u _ t u a 

injure employes o* toe wirapaal^JNDEXKr J / J- ' ~VXv> r\ 
to the exercise of rttf V \0 JvO r A OKl 
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In the Brooklyn case ft was 
d£ged that toe defendant*^. 

tO thlWtA Wtth diSCOlTH, 

Sdrthevrise totto^tewoplcy* , 

Mg* 

: toata* p art cd toe oc msptracy toe 
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To Eye Lews 
Union 'Deal' * 


A Mena Onod Ju rr wffl be 
uked eocc to detofBOn* ■whether 
President Jobs U"l*wU, of the 
! United ,1 tine W or ken, knd Hint 
B. Coe! Oo.. Bjwtaffleld. HU fto- 
bated the chrl) righto statute In 
e 1560,000 trumcUon, It TO 


dote fivB those eta t 
fused to sign eoeh tot *m 
three tened to eerUfy Item m ta 
hoQueot so tbs canpentaej woM 
discharge then oader womb «ae> 
trtdt. 

It bu been reported t bUtt te 
reaenoe o t FBI agents to fipftot- 
eld vu the «m« tor LnriT 
recent actamoMte trto to that 
**^tog ana, Die trip te t nWr 
OPA mrtftivtrtion to determine 
whether he violated^!* fwoltoe 
rationing 
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teemed yesterday, 

Beliabie sources said that t- 
inquiry by the Fe dera l Bureau of 
Investigation wm %bout oou 
pleted, and that the matter would 
be placed before a Federal grand 
jury here or at Springfield. 

Justice Department officiate do* 
dined to comment 

Wagner Art Involved 

It would be up to the grand 
Jury to determine whether the 
transaction warrants an indict- 
ment for conspiracy to violate the 
right of Mine B. employee to bar- 
gain collectively— a right guaran- 
teed them by the Wagner Act, 

I Conviction on charges of Inter- 
fering with an Individual* nght* 
result ed in a decision that no vt o 
years ^imprisonment jmd g 1C .000 
fine, ^ “ 

Lewis, ft was said, loaned or 
made a gift of about $350,000 to 
Mine B. Coal Co„ to 1038, alleged 
If to cover losses of the company 
to a lockout of 1U employes who 
were members of the Progressive 
Mine Workers <AFL>. The Gov- 
ernment U expected to altegs that 
the purpose was to break ths AFL 
union, which resulted from a split 
with the UKW to 1932, and per- 
mit Lewis to main control cm 
the miner*. 

Tax Barca* Bares Casa 




The Internal Revenue Bureau 
first discovered evidence of the 
transaction during an investiga- 
tion into a possible toccene to* 
case. However, a study reportedly 
resulted In a decision that no rv> 

] latton of the tax laws was to 
3 reived. 

) As far as i» known, this Is 
the second time that the 
rights gtstute has been applied to 
; cover an alleged violation of the 
S Wagner Act, A Brooklyn <H- T.> 

• Federal gTand Jury to May todteb 
Jed two baking companies, two of 

♦ their officials, and two officers of 
the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers International Union 
(AFL) on eh^ woftwupWsito 
injure employes of the comp a n i e s 
to the exercise of rights guaran- 
ted them under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, 

Employ* a Thr eat ens* J 

2n the Brooklyn case ft was 
charted that the defendants bob 
spired to threaten with dtwh a r gf 
«od otherwise intimidate employes 
lunJecs they signed waivers «tf 
wnpMi<i minimum wages, 
'pverttosa— and liquidated 
Th»t tadictnaat charged 
Hat mm pMTi at th» wta tag y **L 
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FBTJSos Studied It, 

(Grand Jury May Examine 
John L. Lewis Mine Deal 

as RifhU » totii *»* 

2 $350,000 transaction, it was learned today. -— — 

iRe liable wuroea eald tort 
hl nulrf «u about completed. 

Til matter would be placed 
Federal grand Jury here or at 

would be up to the grand Jury 
lo determine whether the tranaactiac 
warranU an Indictment lot conspiracy 
to violate the right offime B employe* 
to bargain col^el^-a right guaran- 
toed them by the Warner Art Oan- 
vtetioa on charges of Interfering with 
an individual’* right* earn* maximum 
penal tie* of fir* T«*n Imprisonment 

**]uewla tt°w^«id. loanjg or maden 
gift ct about ©50J»0 jjjfclne B Oojd 
Co, in UN, allegedly to fcaamot 
the company In a loctout 
ptoyta who were jneasbera ol UyTTur 
greaslve Mine Worker* tan>)< 

Government la expected to^ahqte tort 
the purpwe waa to break the ABI* 
minn which revolted from a apllt with 
SeObfW In 1M2, and permit twwta 
- ---■»- «wwitn^ g fgy the wdnen. 

■^ThTtatenud Revenue Bureau tort 
dissevered evidence Of toe ga nsa cri nn 
daring an torvesUgatton Into a pos sible 
tomcat tax ease. However, a atudy 
reportedly resulted In a dedaloo that 
no violation of toe to* law* waa to- 
wJraL 

it has been reported toiU to* SW- 

pM to . rm 

rantf lor recent 
trts to tK*A n V Mn f ere*. Tbe trip ti 
m6er Of A tnr«tlemtton to deterwtee 
fra rtolAtad the gu nltn i t *~ 
regUlOttOOi * ” 
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$350,000 Lewis ‘Loan to 
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FBI Is Working on Case 
Jjtplains His ‘Pleasure’ Trip to Illincj 

^ By CofUjos H. Cai 



WASHINGTON. Aug. 30. -Iohn lTl>wis , president of 
the United Mine Workers, is innocent of any charge that 
.he used gasoline for pleasure driving oo his recent trip 
h to Springfield, lli.-even though be spent 36 hours visiting 
his S4-year-old mother, Mrs. An na hgwis.. ' ^ 


m 


ort on the OPA 


ic repor 

of the trip will exon- 


Any public re; 
fcvestJgation of t m 
crate Lew is of chajgcs and show 
that the mine union chiefs drive 
from Alexandria, Va., to the Illinois 
coal fields was no pleasure jaunt. 

Covej^d It Up 

Lewis to jptinois on bust 

oess— business'lhaShe chose to cov- 
er, up byriiti rewrk to a reporter 
M w Deuaturr lU.,/Yli*i hfi wni W 5 * 
dri\in" Up to. 


Btbfiity that die union leade rs 
apnea iBegaDy to deprive emp 
PjKeJfine.? Co. cT that, 

rig its under the 

^4* *ns_Act Thai Taw gua ri* 


ttOtfj 


LSlir W lU,vj t LI 

rJ^Hjewis* C" 
J^hirk'uis 


i qW to see his 
for gasoline 
^^•his Buick for 


pcrmTT5 hijn 

business. 

The (act ts Lewis went to 
Springfield becafese agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
were there checking into the finan- 
cial transactions between Lewis’ un- 
ion and the Mine B Co., a coal oper- 
ator that engaged fax a long and, 
'-Cpftly lookout of members of a rival 
AFL union at a time when Lewis 
vjks tn'fajg to oust the rival union 
boa the Ufonfe coal fields. 


"Lasted as Lean ft 

The case it scheduled to bejjpre* 
Aented to a grand Jury at Spring- 
? ield within toe next few week* Jit 
L ras learned here. 

•j The fact* in the cue, first re- 
ported by PM but FaD, indicate 
that Lrw ii’ union handed the Mine 
B Co. aocne $350,000 at about the 
time of the lockout that enabled 
UMW organisers to raid the rival 
union's membership. 

The transaction fa listed on die 
anion books as a loan. Since the 
FBI Investigation war begun, Carl 
Elihoff, president of the Mine B 
Co., is reported to have paid $1000 
on the debt. 

There abo are charges that 
Lewis kept acme 14 member* of 
the rival union, the Progress 
Mine Workers of America, A1 
* on fas payroll during the tfcne 
-the fight far exclusive bargain 

i] rights. * . i 

ij The FBI it investigating the pos . 


■worker* the right to Join 
■of their own cboioe. 

A written law pot on the 
to J870, pnwnpally to break 
Ku'Lhu Can, makes such con- 
spiracy illegal. 

It was this same law that was 
used to aid the UMW to 1938-tbe 
year of the Mine B lockout -dur- 
ing die prosecution of coal opera- 
tots in Harlan County, Ky. The 
Justice Dept, lost that case because 
the Jury was usable to agree. 

. Conviction under this law " 
criminal penalties. 

Evidence of the finants a l trans- 
action between the UMW and the 
Mine B Co. was first discovered by 
agents of the U. S. Treasury Do- 
it during an investigation of 
the UMW books In a 

tax matter. 

The fadts were referred to the 
White House end thence to the 
Justice Doot for prosecution. Ji 
!tice officials, fearing charges ^ 
me attempting to perse 
far political reasons, dela 
jjj the cast t . 
been charges that ihoy 
neglecting their dut 
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uty to the matte r 


..xi . 


;V' 



^ 1 

iM 


NOT 


57 SEP 9 m3 


AUG 8°19tt 

PH BAIL! 
Pago ^ . 


h- - '-T+‘ • 



■i' 


L> 


F4NAJJCIALHEAI 
BY JOHN LEWIS 
PROBED BY F.B.I. 


Charge He Paid Illinois 
Mine Company to Break 
Rival Union. 


BY EDWIN ^LAHEY. 

S»*cUl DURkftteti fro® St*fJ Corre^obdeoj 
Washington, Auf. 26, — The F 
krai Bureau of Investigation 
Imdertaken an investigation of 
fjjienclal dealings between John 
pri-ewii and thJfMine B Coal Co} 
in Springfield, lfi., ft was learned 
here today. The facts in the case 
will be laid before a grand Jury 
in Springfield late in September 
or ear 3 7 in October, it was further ' 
learned. 

L As previously revealed to The 
f Chicag o Pally Hews, thermae In- 
volves a subsidy of thq$Mine B 
Co. by the United Mine Workers 
to reimburse the company foe the 
losses suffered \ip the lockout of 
members of the^rogresaive Mine 
Workers, an AJF.ofU group 
which revolted from the Lewis, 
leadership ta*l93L The amount 
of money paid to the company by 
the union, it is now learned, was 
In the neighborhood of $£30,000. 
The lockout to question took place 
to 1936. 

. Cue Cuw CkMttt Sift 
The cue he* alreedy caused ■ 
•light rift between Seorlery of 
tfil lrestury Morfecthrt BWrflrt- 





iToraey General Stddi* 

‘ aga^si dmind evidence 
panrtal transactions 
U3LW. sod th« Mine B Co. 
an investigation of the union's a 
Lewis’ accounts,, and turned < 
file to the n»Htr jbt$ to w 
White House, whence ft Was at 
to the Department of Justice. Fal 
urt of the Justice Department So 
initiate an immediate criminal to-* 
vestige lion caused a fotoor cab- 
inet crisis, which has since been 
resolved. *. 

Although H Is reported that 
there arc aome tax evasion as- 
pects, to the federal Investigation, 
the FB I Inquiry Is concerned 
with possible violations of the old 
civil rights statute of 1670, passed 
to break the Ku Dux Sian, but 
never invoked very successfully. 
The Harlan County (Ky. > coal * 
•pert tors were prosecuted under} 
this statute to 1938. but the case;, 
ended in s Jury disagreement The; ^ 
statute provides criminal penal- j 
ties for a conspiracy to deprive* 
tiseps of their civil rights, tol 
case the Illinois miners who I 
ould have been so derprlved tol 
e event of a conspiracy to break! 
union. * 

Listed aa a fata’ { 

Incidentally, It was this FJ&X 
Investigation which brough Lewis 
! to Springfield recently, where he 
| became Involved with the QPA*{ 

' following the complaint of dtf-i 
I sens that he bad driven his auto- ’ 
mobile from Alexandria, Va- to. 

' Springfield on ocneesential bust- 



The money advanced by Lewis 
and the UMW, to the Mine B. 
Co. appears on the books of the 
company as a loan. It was teamed. 
Federal investigators found, how- 
ever, that there was reasonable 
ground for permitting a grand 
Jury to decide whether the 6350, - 
: ooo was a loan by the union to 
j the company or an out and eat 

( ' grant to reimburse the company 
for breaking a rival union grpep.. 
Since tbs F3X. Investigation was: 
initiated. U was learned, ite Mine 1 
B CoTj icaded by Ga rl^lib 
nu repaid $ 1,000 of the 
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Th£^B’ash!og*®s __, _ _ .. 

Merry-I^o-Roupd 

-By Drew Pear t on 


\ 


WHEN MEMBERS «f the AFL 
executive council took jup the 
application of John Lt*Lcw1s. 
United Mine Worker^chiel, for 
re-entry into the AFL this week 
in Chicago, they didn't bother 
to tel) reporter! that Lewis 
might hive been bach In the 
AFL some time before, except 
for strong intervention from the 
White House. 

It can sow he revealed that 
the President was extremely 
perturbed about the burly mine 
labor chiefs efforts to climb bach 
on the AFL bandwagon. In fact, 
be expressed himself to friends 
fn very blunt language about bow 
foolhardy It would be for the 
AFL to welcome back a man who 
was in disrepute for openly defy- 
ing the Government during the 
mine dispute. 

It also can be revealed that 
William Hutcheson, AFL carpen- 
ter’s boss, and other Lewis 
friends on the executive council 
had the sUgr all set for a special 
meeting of the council last May 
to consider Lewis’s application. 
This was the inside reason why 
\ John L. inclosed a fat fdO.bOO 
I* check for advance dues with bit 
[ application. 

! Just who blocked the move— 
\ and bow closely the President 
] himself was involved— 4s a secret 
* But Administration insiders ro- 
| port thst Marvin McIntyre, the 


President’s secretary, a *re*t 
friend of the railroad brother- 
hoods. had a band in tt. 

Furthermore, immediately ni- 
ter Lewis requested r e ad mi s akei , 
the President had separate coo- 
ferences with Dan Tobin, team * 
sters' boss and a top-rung mem- 
ber of the AFL executive Coun- 
cil, plus George Harrison, rail* 
wsy clerks’ bead, who is the most 
powerful figure in the brother- 
hoods. 

Immediately afterward the 
move xof a special executive 
council meeting was abandoned. 
In the course of one of thorn 
conferences the question of 
Lewis’s application tor readmia- 
sion was discussed at oovno 
length- -ard the president ■*- 
polOfriHsab" 
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yrS. Grand Jury To Sift 
F.B.I. Investigation 
U.M.W.-Mine B De 


4 


U.S.GRANDJURY 
TO PROBE DEAL 

Continued from Pact L 


federal (Tend jury to indicted 
1 wo baking companies, two of their 
officials, and two officers of the 
Bakery k Confectionery Workers 
International union (A-Fi*) on 
charces of conipirin( to Injure em- 
ployes of the companies in the ex- 
ercise of rlyhu guaranteed them 
under the fair labor standards act 
In the Brooklyn case It arts 
charged that the defendant! con- 
spired to threaten with discharge 
and otherwise Intimidate employee 
unless they signed waivers of 
claims for unpaid minimum wages, 
unpaid overtime and liquidated 
damages That indictment charged 
that as part of the conspiracy the 
union officials refused to accept 
partial payment of arrearages in 
union dues from N tho*e who re- 
fused to sign suefc waivers and 
threatened to certify them as de- 
linquent so the companies could 
discharge them under closed con- 
tracts. 


It has been reported that the 
presence of FJ L agents In Spring- 
field was the caifte for Lewis 1 re- 
cent automobile trip to that min- 
ing area. The trip Is under O.F JL 
investigation to determine whether 
be violated the gaaollne rationing 
regulations. 

Dejie Says ”N# Ward.” 

U, &. District Attorney Howard 
L. Doyle said today he "knew noth- 
' ing whatsoever* about the report* 
ed forthcoming gAnd fury tovee- 
' Ligation of the John X* Lewis- 
i Mine B Coil Co. loan deal. 

I *7 have received no instructions 
^f^any kind from Washington on 
he sail adding, how* 
*^\Nat a«mguUa* grand fury 
ed to meet her* within 

v; .> 



Wuhlngtoo, Sept A CDF) — £ 
fcdrr.l grand Jury will be naked 
%oonno detaratine whetlun FrwU 
dent John lTbewlaoi tne United 
Mine Workers andmlne B Coal 
Co., Sprtarficll -SU rkOated the 
civil rights statute to a $350,1)00 
transaction, it was learned today. 

* Reliable sources mid an Inquiry 
by the federal bureau of Investiga- 
tion was about completed, and that 
the matter would be placed before 
a federal grand Jury ben or at 
Springfield. • 

Justice department officials de* 
dined to comment 

It would be up to the grand Junr 
to determine whether the traxuac- 
tion warrants an Indictment for 
conspiracy to violate the right of 
Mine B employes to targate col- 
lectively — a right guaranteed them 
by the Wagner act. Gbovictkm on 
charges of Interfering with on to- 
dividaaTs rights carries maximum 
penalties of five years imprison- 
ment and (10,000 flat. 

Lewis, It eras said, loaned or 
made a gift of about $350,000 to 
Mine B Coal Co. In 1938, allegedly 
to cover losses of the company to 
a lockout of Its jppployet who ware 
members of thitProgreasiv* Mine 
Workers (A.FX*Y The g ove r n* 
meat Is expected to allege that the 
purpose was to break the AJM~ 
union, which multed from a Mflft 
with the UJtfAtf.Tn Yfe, and jSr- 
mlt Lewis 4o regain ehntrol torer 
the miners. 

The Internal revenue bureau 
first discovered evidence of the 
transaction during an Investigate 
Into a possible Income tax case. 
However, a study reportedly re- 
sulted In a decision that ao viola- 
tion of the tax laws was Involved. 

As far as Is known, this Is only 
the second time that the ctvfl 
rights statute has been applied to 
cover an alleged violation of the 
Wagner act A Brooklyn, R Y^; 

Continued an Page ClWlifilh 
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e Strike Policy for r 

onnatty ^Anti-Labor Bill 
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Condemnation of Jot 
another AFL affiliate _ 

one of the largeet unioM^bf the AFU 
This was expressed in the Jane 
makers Journal” the union's official 
title -Why Should tabor Be Made* 


f John ifltewis came yeaterday from 
i, fhdUTurnatjonal BoflermakeriJD*d9B. 
ions of the 


bsue of the 
magazine, under the 


/Cvj 

*7* 




to Butler tea the Whim of as 

ttstr 

•We have often 
these «inuM that Jehn L tawto 
«m hltfwul In m ana feat Un- 
aetf, aad fek recent actions far- 
ther demonstrates that tact.** W 
the iIHmU. 

. -By permitting hi* personal and 
peUUcsl dislike far the A d m ln > «- 
tratton and setae af the eg enelee 
art np fey the ge'varnmenl, hb 
epttefal attltode and emgence 
t*nrt twy ane, U tnftaenee hh 
cffleUl ceadect aa bead al a great 
labor •rgenbatten, he to detag net* 
only hto awn ertaainstiea, bnt all 1 
ortantoted labor n meat gr ieve 
wrong. Be haa eanaed s lot ef 
Uil-btor leghlaUea to be fatre- 
dseed, whkb «0 fet H toreper- 
Miry fee labor shenld N 


al anantaad to 
af the etebbem re- 
ef Lawk fee accept the ea- 
feahUahod rnlaa af fnwfm aad 
fight fet act * u **t that Une," thb 
editorial Wt 

BACKS KDOtU, BITS LKWIS 

» 

The Journal fully rapports the 
wage fight of the mine wortsay, tafi 


■However, calling a ftrlka at thla 
time while we are at war, ta an 
Industry that would virtually atop 
production ta this country, to a 
matter that can not be tightly dealt 
with. Be baa placed hlm a rif and 
hi aargrtilcetlon ta an embemactog 
png i t tm MrurteTlj if soma agree- 
meat toxfbt mad* acceptable to fchn. 
f tsjid' will be at war with fev |ov- 
erWnt. tf tlx taut to aooc 
wtttod. _ _ : i 


\ 
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-Aa f V aa Lewis to pcnanaDy Bpn- 
cerned.’hte do not better* ta tafedf 
care, Wit we do not better^ ttlta-, 
preeeed'Ux aentlaent of a vast tae- 
Jortty V hto mnbenhlp. 
ii -RMXtttlr ta Bb tauto, WQUam 
Jloroea. president of tlx American 
II federation of Labor, bluntly de- ( 
I bounced the unpatriotic and oh- , 
l struct! ve tactica by Lewis, which n- 
auttad ta tlx wort stoppage. ... 

-Thla attitude reflects the over- 
whelming sentiment at praeUeaHy > 
every mb of twgantad labor, MB, • 
aa before stated, the mine wostan.! 

*ja hto preaent poatttai te stands ; 
alone as a leader, tlx nmatadw of . 
whom believe that not hing ^ to moee . 
important than tlx wtaatag of «ta . 

-fibouft organlaad tabor he Mad 
and ecWirtcted for the buD toijadtd 
tactics ip one tax agotiatf | 


•Jli ±Hl3Z5YA 

yOT HFt ^tvtoKA* 

2 1945 

This la b clipping fro* 
page 6 ~~ of the 
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Senator A*k» *Wbo is Boss of 
U. 6. — John L Lswl* or 
President Rooeevelt?’ 
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Hs Assorts Fsilurs of Execu- 
tive Branch Laavos Job 
for Sonata and Houso 

-T 

»HOtl t* Tire »r im rotMw 
WASHINGTON, June 2— Bent 
tor Byrd ctf Virginia said today 
that millions of American* are ask- 
ing the questing: "Who it the boe* 
of the UiUte^filates of America; 
it It John L>&cwle or President 
Roosevelt T'* 

He put the question and other* 
Into the Congressional Record 
the Senate completed it* business 
late this afternoon. Unless the' 
executive branch takes decisive ac- 
tion to the present situation, be 
held, the Congress must *do the 
best It can to perform what the 
Executive branch has failed to do/' 
•'What hidden power ha a John 
L. Lewis *o that he, and he alone, 
can defy the government of the 
United State* in an hour of the 
greatest peril this nation has ever 
faced?* 1 Mr. Byrd asked. -Has 
the American flag which now flies 
over the coal mines of America lost 
its power and prestige ?“ 

The public was told, Mr. Byrd 
stated, that no strike could occur 
against the United States govern- 
ment, that Secretary Ickcs was op- ^ 
era ting the mines as the govern- , 
mentis agent and that the United 
States waa the employer, ' f 

Tet, today. In the third day of r 
the Strike,** be said, “The Associat- 
ed Pres* reports that 500,000 min 
era remain Idle. Mr. Lewis has de- 
fied the War Labor Board. He has 
refused to appear before It or to' 
negotiate directly with It Piece ; 
by piece he is obtaining all that he 
bu asked for.** 

If Mr. Lewis can defy tbt gov- 
ernment and the flag now, Mr. 
Byrd asserted, Ikjw can hs be con- 
trolled In time of peace In the vol- 
jeanlc readjustment period follow- 
'tog the war?" 

i^*T Introduced legislation sbcty 

^-*days *gt> providing for Hrortt «r 

fight/ ** Mr. Byrd continue Tm- 
$ t 1 mediately the various departments 
^ the government cptofed this 

ilatioo, saying thaflt wSiw be 
national morale to rr 
squire those to fight who have ra- 




H fiflrtd It work and prod wasait asi- 
ala for those who were fighting. 

-The winning of the war abroad 
will be delayed with much greater 
i toss of Hfe unless we can control 
our domestic affaire at home. We 
1 cannot temporise any lo gger 
thtownbatRsL** 
t — — 
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Finger Points to Levps 

Vs NY strike Is inexcusable today. But 
A there isn’t a shred of plausible reason, 
lest it be outright sabotage of the war, 
to r the strike of a half millfoB coal miners. 

Labor must hold John L.'-Lewis respon- 
sible for the walkout, "regardless of the 
evident provocations from some of the op- 
erators. 

The government, through its custodian 
of mines, Harold L. Ickes, advanced a pro- 
posal that would guarantee the miners a 
substantial temporary wage raise pending 
.final settlement. The War Labor Board 
hild already provided for other improve- 
ments for the miners in its decision. All 
w^ge changes are retroactive. It was no 
longer a question of whether the miners 
are entitled to an improvement. It was only 
a matter of bargaining over the margin of 
difference and HOW MUCH the improve- 
ments waa to be. To call a strike under 
such conditions shows a desire not to serve 
the interests of the workers but complete 
indifference and even sabotage of the war. 

Lewis, as the Communist Party’s state- 
ment yesterday aaid in point blank words, 
"u frying to assume veto power over U.S. 
participation in the war. He sets himself 
above the labor movement and above the 
government. The miners mint ehooee be- 
tween their country and John L. Lewis. 


Ihe miner* must retofin to wo rk hnm odl- 

ately." * T Jn! ' . 

It is urgent that at labor leaders speak 
out and assure the President their support 
for decisive action. j ; 

Thf no-strike pledge and the entire con- 
ception that this is Labor’s war means 
nothing if Lewis Is permitted to defiantly 
i carry out his treasonous program. As 
' Julius Emspak, secretary-treasurer of the 
! United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work- 
1 ers told the President in a wire, labor ex- 
i pect* him. to take ’’decisive action” to stop 
i Lewis and the "tremendous majority” of the 
■ trade union movement will back him. 
i Moreover, Mr. Emspak sees the issues 
i as far beyond those directly affecting the 
mine dispute, ; 

"We Mgxri s shutdown an the right of 
Lew it to organize disruption of the war 
effort u aomtthing (hit iwt come ft* 
prdlm of the particular p^ttkttent if the 
dispute*" ■•■<*. •* ’ - 

Of one thing we are certain. Neither 
Lewis nor that small group of "pbwyfnl 
operators,” as Ickes called them, have I the 
slightest interest in the country’s safety. 
The President is duty bound to act if in- 


>ui »« lur e that our war effort does not falter. 

The miners must ehooee be- 1 gjfl] foya] Americans will be b*hb»** him 

* J \U--U^A 
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Jtoy Idmundsoif 
iDefies lewis V) 

j bf£i^ofiEIJ 5* n, Diy 1* Vw>- 

— .wnt^pp^ fbMC 

To! thJj Ulncia 1 
erica foqpwed a 


jEdmumUc o, wl 

itlon president of thj 

Worker* of America fotywed a db- 
'put* ^lpT international prealder 


Mine 


ute wlfli 1— 

J ohn returned to the rmni 


i ajid flic todiy — ft* ft 00*1 dfeter. 

Sdmundson, reported for »ort on 
the day «Wft at thW*^ZJ^! 
iCooi^ay’a capital nine. He «<• 
'dwT $59 AS for a to-day. 45-bow 
week* 

Bit resignation aa tote pniidrnt 
tu effective yeeurday. and bl» Jw 
act was to defy totnictioni « 
Lewis by turning over district tos 
and ofloe keys to tte ****** 
executive board tonAw of Pbtoct 
li Levit bad telegraphed Bdanmd- 
•on to tarn tbe Aka and fcmflw to 
hit brother ' “ 

manager of 
1 a. Building — 

ITuwU hat eaDed district board 
'.member, and eome board * ****** ** 
' ^ y fftMnf ton tod mfty Ipp MDl^ 

' %w provtsksiftl president this wmU 
** Qusml vu Bftid to jure i 
from iefu»l <* I*** 
jule w to the lUttuds 
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The prioe-«nd-H»ge picture, which had 
begun to gel definitene** and atability of 
outline kst week, fe ooce more anyone'* pic- 
ture puzzle. The President* hold- the -line 
Executive Order of Apr. 8 does not, at 



OPINION 


Labor and the-Administration V 

tfl£Tffie~freea> 


at writing, look as if it wiU really bold 
ae. Labor leader* postponed their judg- 
snent foe a week in order to get aotne per- 


present < 
the bne. 



nectivf on bow H would operate. Now that 
tney see its workings, they don’t like ft. And 
pow Manpower Administrator McNutt s job- 
freezing makes them like Ae total picture 
even less, 

. This is not a matter of labor’s selfishness, 
UNor is ft a matter of questioning the main 
Hnes of the Administration** strategy in the 
; struggle against cost-of-living chaos. It in* 
\ vdves the raising of serious doubts about 
, Ae application of that broad strategy fa the 
ease of labor. 

And one must remember that these 
doubts ore raised 0 by someone as irre- 
sponsible as lohn L^ esJux ty » P^p 
of farm -block leaders who have ec 
followed Ae tactics of a pressure group. 

They are raised by men like FHuip Mur- 
lay ana William Green and Walter Reuthcr 


^ i nert are 
fag o f ww g at has affected produ ct > aae4* m 
wdU known that a man’s productivity de- 

morale, 
Ae 
re- 
flected fa the Governs nent s getting the 
short end of production. This is not a mat- 
ter of dispute but a faet-and a disastrous 
one. 

^ The problem cannot be solved by mold 
fag workers for lade of patriotism. What 
they feel ft Ae expression of a perf 
simple and basic human impulse of 
fty. Workers, like other men. wapt to nave 
Ae sense that they are not Wing made to 
bear the brunt of economic suffering as a 
result of the war. They are witling to sacri- 
fice, but they insist on some equality of 

sacrifice. 

In short, the difficulty ^rfeh jmmS^T 

gg* ***** 

bfeatton" k tfalW 


I UtecUeSnSe War 
I 4 * 1 at* b point. It htt been ddpg ft %*t 


point. It ^ 

rate fob fa bolding wages fa line. And tlx 
trade-union leaden have been 






who have, as labor 
leaden, accepted for 
their membership a 
fa i greater measure 
of Government wage 


f ag< 

control and a far (limitation of bi; 
move drastic acrap- 
ping of Ae traoi- 
tkmal trade -union 
weapons than any 
labor movement fa 
a democracy has 
ever done. 


taxation as 


rut? 


as a problem fa economics 

, mod not apoogh as C problem 
rtogy, 

British did not make Aat mistake, 
rotn the very beginning they established 
principle of equality of sacrifice, and 
r managed to keep labor satisfied and 
ig hard. They did ft partly by aevere 


Threefold Case 

What ft labor’s case? It ft a three-fold 
me. And the three proposition* are aome- 
what as follows. ^ 

q There ft a aerious doubt as to whether, 
even ff labor aooepts complete wage and 
lob rigidity, Ae cost of faring will really be 
controlled. The Office of Price Administra- 
tion (OP A) under Prentiss Brown has not 


shown a capacity to keep prices down, nor 
any mfliCancy fa doing its job, nor doe* ft 
^thanks to Con gress— nave mooey for ade 


machinery. 

WLtiaoary gap" between 

available commodities 
It b Jtfkdy to be 


quote enforcement 
Snflatiouaiy 
power ana Ae 
ready exists, its 

hi] 


job, nor doe* it 
y for ec 
Since the 
purchasing 
iodides al- 



and by drastic 
labor control: and 


they did ft also by entrusting Ae task of 
administration to trade-union beads like Er- 


nest Kevin. 

It ft difficult to »ee bow we fa America 
will be able to resolve our problems by 
dealing gently with the b^megme 


ntlv a 

and using a big stick on Wbor. That is 

* ogress’ failure to accept 
the President s $25,000 oalary limitation. 

Representation 

That ft Ae imporUnoe also at the coo* 
tinned threat in Congress that the big tax 
incomes wiD be remitted under some fora 
of Ae Ruml plan. That ft the importance 
of Ae lack of flexibility shown by Adntinft- 

of the Fieri- 

dent’s freezing order 'to Ae inequities fa 


triptftft* 

board, on which busina**, labor and govern 
meat are represented. Yet ft has now been 
practically wiped out, and has b e cxwu e onb 
a sort of arm of Ae Byrnes office, doing A 
job that a Jew statisticians could do. 

1 do not say that Ae President's Apr h 
order was * mistake. It was necessary and 
courageous. But what happened was Aat 
no flexibility was shown fa applying it An * 
the new jofafreezfag order of McNutt ha 
only served to re-amrxn Ae intent of com 
plete rigidity. 

The WLB's Status 

What needs to be done ft not comply 
but ft will be far-reaching fa ft* effect o 
labor’s morale. The President mutt, wfthi< 
Ae framework of bis Apr. 8 order, testa- 
Ae WLB as an independent agency, operat 
fag wfthfa Its judgment and discretion. 1 
has shown that ft can be trusted, and * 
have the labor leaders. 

I believe fa a trade-onion mama * 
which Is national-maided. I believe that dr 
real interests ct Ae workers are fa fa- ■ 
wfth die interests of Ae nation as a whol * 
But one must remember Aat labor, ft sfcfl 
fa ftx basic thought habits, wtge-mtod* 1 
just as business ft st£Q profit-minded. 

We can demand greatness of aokbert, b 
rtai ft Ae military tradition. B* 
bow can we adt greatness iff labor w fa 
do not ode onv comparable greatness * 

_ businessmen? 

‘That ft Ae question Ae Roosevelt A' 
ministration wfB have to answer. B the *i 
m ft not satisfactory, Ae Adsafafttratk 
runs a risk not only of losing labor’s pofttk 
s upport, bu t also of diminishing l abors pr 
ducA^t) Mi Ae i 

Cwftt. <N5, HW«U 1 


tra tor Byrnes fa the application 
freezing order to the 
wages. And, above sQ, that ft Ae importance 


jof Ae failure to give labor any real repre- 
jsentation fa Ae Administration, at all 
commensurate wfth Ae Big Business 
itativec fa Ae War Production 


either j se n! 

^d Mar^OFA, and Coogreas. . 


we 

our 
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tSpecial Group 

For Lewis ‘Out’ 

Administration Leaders Re- 
ject His Request for New Board 
To Settle Coal Dispute' 

By James A. Wecbslz* V 

nr. 

WASHINGTON, Mar. 30.-Administri. 


^ *■ ^ • " ■? A , * ^ v * . “ — ^ J'f 
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The American delegation that visited ; - c,' i yy.«Vj£.&l‘ * •'' 
Bolivia after the low over Bcfcvtaa labor ' ' " ' “ 

conditions is back and has submitted B* !► 
port to the State Dept Member* are fatting 
for the Depa r tment to seleose It 
AFL member of the delegation. 



WASHINGTON. ^30.-AdmteWr. ; [ ^ ^ ^ -Bob*. fcr tbe 

tkjD leaders-led by *l^ JWt,n t yield to lj plastered on walls by Nstjocalitt 

any proposal by Tohn LVf>v-tt lor oreatsonlj Both) cot place • cynical Mth* 

of a "special commission to settle the coal! PT^. n ^w the slogan: They d** 
dispute. This point was settled some days! a> 


ago. It Is un 
Ubor Perkim 
luhmmt of 

Harold Ickes, - — 

ipd Ecockomic Stabflizor Byn>o* both to* 
jected the Idea, Insisted tLat-fcnless the 
operators and union agree among them- 
;i*elvea— Ae cast will go to the War Labor 
1 Board. FDR made that official in his tele- 
i mg) in the negotiators last week. * 

1 • * * * 

V] A drastic personnel shakewp An* token 
; niece otoerfy In C/O' s Of Workers V*km. 
EJirfv V&mitb . director of the vrdotft Or- 
‘ gtmizing committee ond former member of 


i the Trnas- 


repmetdatioe for Semue f Wctdtok 
Retail and Wholadk Emp loye* Umfo. H 
concentrate on Oi'A Issues. * T-Bflbarl 
tomfcer. axmael #or the Tola* C o mmi ttee , 
vm be mamed dwrdv to head o meu> mom- 

•pouter emit In As wnr Proirte* Banri. 
!T 7 a high AFL official toys that the Brtosk 
labor delegation, ltd by Sir Walter CMst, 
dmed m guetU pf’Bii BUT Hutchemcef 
the c m pe liters' «nkm on their recent «M; 
oncdter guest, be report*, mm km A* 

Lnp^ h. ^ * * 'tr- ^ ^ 
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IC^IO fbcjp^cf Of£(>'**— • wrt. - * — 

hx okcroft, tcffl replace Smith: h eU addi 
up to fnmoaed afrengtTi for mti4eft*u*rxgcrt 
Intide CtO. 

- - if •* « • 

T*mX y. MMun hm 

lor Egrisi gg^fe^ 

tat tkt iuotttuaiW li M| 

| A »« 

r* ttcJH-tt VM ‘ ' J 
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Wth— , WPB fjmnr, 

to (tor A* ins after fTB’i hnn 
tcAiflc, he wM *ep n«eUl* et the 
to when Um from hh Ml ' 

Ceifcen Herww'A WPB . 

wreSe Kelhnnh Areft heard saying 

that ke wa. t» leaner need 1st r ^ 

A* fae'tU te M na ked fee At 
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Evidence Not Strong Enough 


n x Ra1!i>vaH r 

X/ 1 V • w vw» 

Case Against Jol 



Mr UaUrt tnm 


Justice Department officials would not 
porta that they had abandoned plana to 


have 


jjtty determine whether United Mine Workers 
iPlewis and the Mine B. Coal Co., Sprin*field,_ 
civil rights statute in a *350,000 transaction. 1 
that the department had decided that evidence it 
relating since mid-summer did not warrant action. 

Attr o*n. BMdle vu known to bon] 
some of his top-flight attor- 
neys to the ewe, which involved a 
question whether the trtnttcttoa was 
in violation of the Wagner Act right 
of Mine B. employes to bargain col- 
lectively. That would have been con- 
sidered a violation of the 73-year-old 
civil rights statute. 

tt s&id that l*wte lent or gave 
about $350 000 to the company in W33, 
allegedly to cover Its losses in a lock- 
out of employes who were members of 
(he AFL Progressive Mine Workers. 

Evidence of the transaction was 
brought to the department's attention 
by the Internal Revenue Bureau, which 
discovered tt while investigating a pos- 
sible Income tax ifase. It later was 
found that no tax* law violation was; 
involved. 
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Lewis Case > 

By t intan Burkett 
Tbt Pepntnnt <tf Justic e ilB 
decide “rety toon," poeeibly dwteg 
this week, whether it will Wl» 

, rrand Jury action *S*i 

Lewie United Mine Workers 

twtufilu iftf tt WBn i 

taxes* It wu revealed last w*W w 
Gerald L. Wallace, assistant after* 
aey g eneral. ■ ' 

While withholding detail* <rf the 
information in the hand* «f the 
Justice Department, Wallace said 
that there had been received 
from the Treasury Department 
data relative to an alleged deal 
whereby Lewis is said to have 
tributed funds to an Illinois * n tt t 

* f -L A Wa 

operator wiuca wm w « — ^ — 
flgbt an American Federation 
Labor mine union. The craxJJuf 
; the probe revolve* around whether 
these funds were properly reported 
or income tax returns made by the 
mine operator and wbetler Lewis 
would be involved In any possible 

( effort at tax evasion. 

Wallace said a decision as to 
whether any action would be 
sought would be made after the 
return of Samuel G. Clark, P 
Assistant Attorney" General, who 
has charge of the matter. Clai* 
was out of the city yesterday but 
is expected to return the first part 
of the week. 

However, the only comment Wal- 
lace would make for publication 

was: 

*1 can say only that we did re- 
ceive Information from the Tress- 
ury Department relative to i^wts 
and funds received by a mine wr 
era tor. We are the me- 

I tertal and a decision will be made 
very soon." * 

He would not disclose the name 
of the mine operator. , 

K, C. Adams, normally apokea- 
•man for Lewi*, aaid a 
in Springfield, HL. received U* in- 
formation last week and J**“**“ 
'return an Indictment, But admitted 
that the ease was presented as a 
■watt— ,pndcr the niu 
Relations Act rather th 
come tax 
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John L. Lewis' War of Nerves 



John L. Lewis’ announcement 
J mat 'ms “tyiung off of the coal 
strike is merely another “truce” till 
June 20 once more demonstrates that 
this would-be fuehrer of American 
labor, who has just been fulsomely 
eulogized by Hitler’s VotU&icher 
Beobachur , will stop at nothing to 
gain his ends. There can be no com- 
promise with this war of nerves. Be- 
fore June 20, if no settlement of the 
differences between coal miners and 
operators has been reached, the gov- 
ernment must act to prevent any fur- 
ther sabotage. 

From the standpoint of the coun- 
try and the mine workers, Lewis’ 
second coal strike was disastrous. But 
from the standpoint of Lewis him- 
self, the strike brought certain com- 
pensations. It interfered with war 
production. It allowed him to prove 
his loyalty to the defeatists and to 
those Republicans who support a 
negotiated peace and the appeasement 
of Hoover, Taft, Vandenfocrg, Lan- 
don, and Ham Fish. For Lewis must 
be credited with putting' over the 
union-busring Smith -ConnaUy bill in 
the House. In addition, he weakened 
the fight against inflation* He seri- 
ously delayed efforts to get on with 
the war* His actions will result in the 
deaths of more young Americans 
than could be accounted for by a 
wolf-pack of Nazi submarines or a 

f vision of Axis troops. 

Lewis has indulged in a good deal 
kf self-righteous posturing. He has 
talked of his devotion to the rank- 


and-file miners hut his actions dur- 
ing the mine “truce” belied his words. 
He refused, with the eager collabo- 
ration of the mine operators to push 
for settlement of the miners’ demands 
during the period of the “truce,” 
Instead, he blocked negotiations 
turned his back on the War Labor 
Board’s every effort to settle the 
dispute equitably, whfle he carefully 
perfected plans to violate labor’s no- 
strike agreement once again, and by 
so doing to endanger the security of 
the labor movement. 

His timing is worth consideration. 
He ordered the second strike just as 
the Smith-Con nally bill reached the 
House floor, and called off the strike 
the moment the bill was passed. 
Thereby, Lewis advanced his plot 
against both the CIO and AFL* 
Thereby, he made his “contribution” 
to the Hoover-Taft scheme to throw 
the domestic economy into confusion, 
from which reaction hopes to “res- 
cue” it with a negotiated peace, a 
sellout to the enemy. At the time of 
Munich, Daladier played chorus to 
Chamberlain. Now Lewis is Daladier 
to Hoover and his friends. 

Though the House passed the leg- 
islation Rep. Howard Smith has been 
trying to slip through for years, it can 
still be stopped in the Senate or, if ' 
that fails, by mobilizing prqper sup- 
port behind the presidential veto* 
President Roosevelt and the heads of 
key government agencies have ex- 
pressed opposition to this war-wreck- 
ing ML 


It must also he recognized that 
Lewis has been able to seduce a large 
number of coal miners only because 
they have justified grievances which 
he has pretended to support. Apart 
from the wage question, the princi- 
pal source of these grievances » the 
continued failure to keep living costs 
within bounds* At the White House 
meeting of Labor’s Victory Board, 
Presidents Murray and Green stressed 
that the anti-inflation program was 
being undermined by OP A Director 
Prentiss Brown’s vacillations and by 
the concerted attack of reactionaries 
in Congress, in the Republican Party, 
and from inside the OPA itself. The 
refusal so far to grant subsidies to 
make possible the rdl-back of prices 
plays into the hands of Lewis and his 
masters. Lewis has made much of the 
high cost of living while deliberately 
qmrring inflation. He has gambled on 
smashing OPA, hoping for uncon- 
trolled inflation which will debauch 
the economy. The real weapon 
against Lewis is io push prices back 
to the Levels of September 1942* 
Lewis has done his best to wreck 
and divide. His entry into the AFL 
would give him another and greater 
opportunity to scuttle organized la- 
bor. The President stressed this point 
when be met the labor representa- 
tives, And added his wish— which is 
the wish of the win-the-wxr groups 
everywhere — for unity between the 
AFL and CIO. Lewis cannot sur- 
vive such unity, or the resultant 
laden which it would impose on nun. 




Pi NOV - c 




is Signs W Cge Pact 
yVith Ickes; Ends Strike 

Basic Daily Pay of $8.50 
jvided; Contract Goes to WLB : 


-* ■ V-V- - " 


By James A. WEOiBJtR 

tu*» 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4,-J ohn L.Xew is and 
^r>’ Harold L. Ickes today pfeserited'The WL 
Boards with a formula for ending the eight -month 

m-i ^ - ■» - * l _l _ .L _il aU. 


Interior Secre- 
L*bor 


»oaruj wiui * iwujuw *yi 

cK5ls~It was not immediately d ear whether the Board would 
accept the present. ‘ 



In four conferences lasting a to- 
il only one and a half hours, 
ji lted M me. W orkers' leader 
ihe one ^ovemmenl* official 
who has remained on cordial speak- 
ing terms with him throughout the 
coal conflict, labored and brought 
forth a rabbit. Most observers ex- 
pected the WLB to spend many 
turbulent hours deciding whether 
to accept the agreement or to pre- 
cipitate a new collision. 

| Cuts Lunch Period 

Two key provisions in the agree- 
ment laid the basis on which the 
I UMW Policy Committee last night 
ordered the coal miners to return 
6# | to the pits: 

^ J < The UMW reduced the miners’ 
[ customary lunch period from 30 
\ to 15 minutes The additional work- 
| trig time will give the miners daily 

* nay equivalent to the terms of the 

* UMW contract with Illinois opera- 
f tors rejected by the WLB, They 
1 will get $8.50 a day instead of the 
: I8.1& which w as granted in the 
i WLR decision, 

I ^ The same daily wage w31 be 
1 to other miners throughout the 


j paid I 


time cut and the arbitrary fixing 
of travel time at 45 minute# 
throughout the Appalachian are*- 
are the issues that may cause the 
sharpest controversy within the 
WLB- 

Ickes and Lewis estimated that 
an additional 20 million tom of 
bituminous and 2 million torn of 
anthracite coal would be yielded 
by the additional work time, but 
other observers expressed doubt > 
that the miners would faithfully 
abide by the 15-minute hmebeon 
oeriod and might interpret it for 
themselves as a faoe-saving form- 
ula which they w ere not compelled 
to recognize, 

~ Victory* Debate 

The agreement also created 
much debate as to the extent of the 
v ictory which Lewis has won If the 
WLB grants its approval, Thif 
again appeared to depend on 
whether the rank-and-file miner# 
rebelled against the curtailment ot 
their luncheon period or cboae to 
accept the plan as an easy’ way out 
of the deadlock. 

Some h»hor «na»rr*W 
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.' Mine ° . cd by FL 
^ After Coal Men Strike 

Next Move Up to Lewis; 
Ickes Again Put in Charge 

* By James A Wimm ^ ^ 

fJT* National Editor 

> WASHINGTON, Nov. 2. -The fourth nationwide coal rtrflse 
today resembled a movie ftvit everybody had already seen three 

Once again John L.V^>e wis h ad dawdled whfle the miners «lJ 
lenly and silently stniCfc, and once again president Booseveit bad 
ordered Government seizure of the ~ 


\ 

\ 

$ 

S. 

v 


mines as the first move toward end- 
ing the walkout 

Today according to the old and 
familiar scenario It i* Lewis trim 
to stride onto the stage and an* 
noun ce— after due deliberation with 
his colleagues— that the coal miners 
will return to work. 

Lewis Silent 

But there were still some uncer- 
tain elements in the performance; 
Lewis gave no assurance that he 
would play his customary part now 
that the President has set the stage 

£rw f /-vUnvxrirvcr it Piflnf# of mfi 

(VI >!■!■*■ * VMW P» m m 

White House order last night he 
maintained his usual reticence; be 
was not expected to speak out until 
the XI MW policy committee as- 
aem mesat 4 o'clock this afternoon- 


J»^h' r-i rvat ^ 

yield, it ir highly tin- 
ker he will «wallow 


1 L 


that he will 

certain whet***,. ~~ — — 
the wage-terms laid down by the 
War Labor Board or whether he 
will decree that the miners work 

J _ ih _ nf 4uktr Am 

UtMJer u ic wuuiuuua W* — — 

contract pending tome new nego- 
tiations or talk or manuever*. 

FDR Acts Pronqptly 

Another unpredictable ttem^s 
whether the ranX-aBu-mc. nuners, 
apparently further embittered and 
rebellious over the latest develop- 
ments, will troop willingly to the 
p ’-*** when the flags go up, Most 
f believe Lewis and hh 

a m- * 1_ J, l^\ mh mw 


strike, after the government hat ' 
taken over the mines, would make 
union officials liable to prosecution I 
under the criminal penalties of the | 
Smith-Conn ally act. 

Seizure of the mines brought no 
joy to the coal operators who have 
repeatedly claimed they are the 
innocent victim* of this procedure. 
Edward R. Burk?; spokesman for 
the Southern Appalachian Opera- 
tors, lamented last night: 

m lt would seem that in a sensible 
and reasonable society there should 
be some way of punishing the 
— i iit*r grvj pot the innocent ikartv* 
While the operators brooded 
FDR's action Had banisbech any 
doubt in Lewis* mind that the 
Government would try to wait hkn 
out Once again the next movWfis 
Lewis’s; If be hesitates, the Witt* 
House will again not wait for/4 lis 
answer. The reel is moving faster 
this time. 
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to win this policy and wage adjustment onlyt 
if the no-strike' pledge to strictly upheld. Itjj 
called upon the miners and railroad workers* 
to join with the CIO in a drive to win the 
people for the change. 

The leaders of the American Federation 
of Labor, on the other hand, are still silent 
on the mine strike. This strengthens the 
suspicion that the AFL’s convention at Bos- 


he CiO’s Path y f 

S A third day of th general coal strike 
^ passed, with Jphn L/Tewis still holding 

P, C1UC7 (JVW Wit? uauuu d wi-uia, nju**vua 

©f Americans both at home and in the armed 
forces are boiling with indignation that such 
a situation could happen in the midst of war. 

The miners are mistakenly following Lewis 
in this disastrous strike because they hare - 
ao far, seen no other leadership in their 
.union. They are isolated from the rest of 
.the labor movement arid are not fully aware 
that there are ways other than strikes 
through which they can win their demands. 

The CIO, now in convention at Philadel- 
phia, took a stand that showed -qnce more 
that it really expresses the patriotism and 

- — :7T tU A ntavLaw T+it ri1*A<vrfi TYl nhrHllf? K#» 

will U1 me nu*nv*^ 

• brought to the miners. The CIO called for 
••crapping of the outworn “Little Steel” 
iformula and for wage adjustment. But not 

jfor the purpose of doing away with a atabiii- 

nation program, but in order io assure tor— jj?L, Railed Brotherhoods, miners. 

Lewis path to one that serves those 


ton delayed readmission of Lewis because it 
did not want to have the embarrassing strike 
on its hands. These schemers may rest as- 
sured, however, that when the SQore is added 


itn fViiitr ttrvTl Vi ht 
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bility. 

The CIO shows not only that its first con- 
cern is for the war, but it also recognises* 
that you can’t win America for wage adjust-j] 
meats,* price roii-back and a fair tax pro-ii 
gram by a policy that plays into the hands* 
of the defeatists and their Lewises. 

To win the people, labor has to really put 
forward its entire united strength — CIO, 

The 
who - 

want to drive away public support from 
labor. 

The AFLV members, as vitally interested 
as the CIO in the policy outlined at Phila- 
delphia, have the big task of bringing out 
their unions for it. To do so they must bring 
the full weight of their pressure against the 

ttT.n rr .i. .1 t» Vt: J _r i.!.i a 

yy uii-xxu lcj-icbuh xveyuuiican utueau^i. auiitcb 
who are engaged in intrigues with Lends 
[effort* to smash the CIO when labor unit; 

Sis the urgency. . • . 
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Mine Strike 

r f ORDERING government seizure erf the 
mines, President Roosevelt took the only 
course open to him to protect the interests 
of a nation at war. 

ordering the fourth mine strike, John 

wiping 



5 


T.VTflwte h as once more extended a helping 
and" to the Axis, and he did it at the very 
moment when the cables on the Moscow 
conference agreements were spelling out an 
early doom for Hitler, While Senators Rey- 
nolds and W'heCler, Lewis’ political friends, 
feere mouthing their dissatisfaction because 
the last weapons wete knocked out of Hit- 
ler’s hands, Lewis sought to knife the home J 
front. r 

Once more the country can see who really | 
“leads labor. At Philadelphia, the CIO con- 
vention under President Philip Murray's 
leadership, reaffirmed its unqualified no- 
strike pledge at a special order of business. 
The CIO fully recognizes that Hitler's doom 
is near, but it also recognizes that it will still 
take hard fighting and sacrifices to make 
that possible. It warned against com- 
placency. Lewis is scabbing upon that policy 
of labor, and is exploiting the grievances of 
the miners to accomplish his purpose. 

As we have stated many times, the miners 
are justified in their dissatisfaction with the 
WLB agreement. But this cannot serve as 
an excuse for the strike. 

The reactionary bloc in Congress which 
even at thifl hour is preparing to fight the 
President’s program for a roll-back in prices 
that he outlined in his food subsidy message 
Monday, is, like Lewis, responsible for the 
situation; so. are the profit-hungry employ- 
ers and so is the inflexible attitude of some 
government officials and the War Labor 
Board. 

But by striking and playing into the hands 
of labor’s enemies, the miners are jeopardiz- 
ing their own interests both as workers and 
citizens. They should instead join the gen- 
eral stream of labor in a campaign to win 
a sound stabilization program, price roll^s 

- J 


backs, democratic taxes and wage adjust- 
ments. Through a united effort, labor could 
win much without harming the war effort. 
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Strike Continues 







Ickes, Shutdown 
Crippling Output 


itpecUl U Iks ttftilr Wark#r> 

WASHINGTON, Nov.^.— Witt] 
giany vital war plants arfady feel- 
ing a fuel pinch, John LNtfrwls bj 

I nni^iu iu^ W«UE uu mu*c W tuw 

(£e coal strike of M0.000 coal 
min cm. 

Despite President Bo oaevelfs 
back* to- wort ultimatum to the 
miners asking: them to report to 
work by Wednesday morning, ft 
scheduled meeting of the union s 
policy committee was not convened 
this afternoon. 

The committee was subject to Im- 
mediate call, however, as Lewis was 
to conference with Fuel Armlnis- 
trator Harold L. Ickes, whom the 


Tftces warned that unless 
1/ U quickly rerumwf the govemnn 
may have to Institute a share -thei 
coal program. Be frose 

; h* a/ wm i in transit 

restricted retail fuel deliveries as 
further conservation measure*. 

Failure to agree and continued 
Interruption of production may lead 
Stabilisation Director Fred 14, Yin* 
aon to use his Prwidentiiiiy‘-wu- 
1 erred authority to withhold the 
qnion f s dues -check-off funds, 
till mlngn r draf t defe rments 
withhold certificates of avails 
ifr employment from thoae who 
fuse to work. 

Ickes* action restricting retail 
fuel deliveries means retail dealers 
and other selling in less than car- 
load lots are banned from deliveries, 

a*« «mhlK!fj^ fmm ftf- 

yvAiiiwuv* ■ v f*-- -T-— — 

cepting aoft coal unless they have 
lesd than 10 days' supply an hand. 
Deliveries to householder* within 
these limits are limited to one ton 
each. 

In hla warning of a possi ble 
whare-tbe-coal program, he said ft 

>USO" 


President appointed as govera»a*aL JKPuld be Instituted among hoi 


custodian of all the mine*. 
IfRODWTlON *T STANDSTILL 

JiThe nation s coal mines were fiy- 
iflg the Stars and 0U1pe* Hoday, 
the symbol that they art govern- 
ment property, by order of the 

President. Production everywhere 
- 

wu mv P 

While no statement was Issued, 
and none promised Eater tonight, 
the conference between Lewi* and 
Ickes was believed to be on efforts 
to reach an agmWnt cm the basil 
of the War Labor Board decision. 


i nov i o m 


negotiate such an agreement? 
Lewis planned to meet with ft 
ftS-man subcommittee of the pohe* 
■committee that was named roster- 
ay to bring back w report on tt|e 
tuatkm. : Presumably they will 
ieet to hear a report o n the talk s 
Lth Xckaa jv, *'7?. 

A inf 



of war 
d provj 


holders to protect the health 
workers. He hoped It would 
unnecessary but said If tt was 
needed he was confident person* 
with more than sufficient coal 
would gladly share it. 

He informed presidents of all coal 
companies producing more than bO 

m _ Jt .1 4 A 1 ■■ t- jm <_* .#■# 

jjp| ft a*y bUftV U1C JHUUUJ MU! V* 

government management is main- 
tenance of full production for the 
effective prosecution of the war. 
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ting down the shipping of supplies to our 


fighting men." 

0 This means that the policies of John La . 

M^ewis sabotaging the prosecution of the 
war must not be tolerated. Coal production 
^ must continue. A fourth general coal strike 
|i must not be permitted, 
jj This is the course to take irrespective of 
merits or demerits of the War Labor Board’s 
decision. The four labor members on the 
WLB, and the editorial columns of this 
paper, have already expressed criticism of 
some of the provisions of the WLB decision 
on the proposed contract for the soft coal 
miners, as well as on its S2-cent anthracite 


i 


1 

II 



raise. 

The President has correctly stressed some 
of the good features of the decision, espe- 
cially the recognition for the first time of 
the principle of portal-to-portal pay for 
which some compensation is granted. This 
is undoubtedly a partial victory. And it is 
principally due to the vigorous voice Presi- 
dent Philip Murray of the CIO raised in be- 
half of the miners. 

But for the miners now to take again to 


the Lewis strike path is to undermine the 
chances for a further adjustment in their 
wage standards and at the same time to 
harm the entire labor movement. Further 
improvement for them will be possible only 
if the fight is successful against the con- 
gressional bloc that is scuttling sound stabi- 
lization; against the profits-first crowd and 
against the tax-th e-poor crowd, as against 
those who cling to the outward “Little Steel" 


raise limits . f 

But this fight can. succeed only by labor 
fully honoring its no-strike pledge and car- 
rying its fight to the people through united 
political struggle._ y j 
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Lewis Meets UMW Offices 





as Miners Avoid -Pits 


FDR Still Firm; Won’t ABflw 
'urther Defiance of WLB 




WASHINGTON, Nov, l. -john 

of c 


By James A. Wechsu® 

Wl Kalknuil fd«oA 

L- Vtewis, 


✓ 

ff 


who enjoys big 


moments, faced a long hour of decision today. 

While thousands of restive, angry coal miners staved away 
from the pits in the fourth general strike of 1943, Lewis prepared 
to go into session here with 200 officials of the United Mine 

W ^y S «semhled in the face off Possible Measures 

*» .1 * Tt 1 * ’ _ A iw. skint! fl 


^ rresiaem nooseveu » w*uiuu£ u»»u 
i he would act to “insure'’ produc-l 
tion of coal if the VMW rejected 
^ the latest v/age terms Tala down by 

-- the WLB VVai JL ahpt Board. ) 
r^r As thevMW cnieTs~g&thered 
■ wivenunfui uinciufh wcic 

^ the clock. Although the President 
X had filed no exact deadline for ac- 
ceptance of the WLB s decision, it 
will be certain he would not tol- 
* erate any prolonged filibuster by 

. fcl At _• E^.r>Jnm< Cf«vio r ru i rrv*c 

j 1 QIC UUUCO 

doubted he would wait longer than 
^ nightfall for his answer. 

War of Nerves 

^ In customary fashion Lewis gave 

^ Linf ftf anu 

DU WiVOllkX nun VJ-* WL * jy 

datkms or remarks he may make to 
the nnioni policy committee. He 
Q was once again carrying his w Ar of 
nerves to the breaking point. He re- 
L j mained in silent seclusion over the 
V A 

i WTCfc C“VU - , 

There was no visible crack in 
-4. tfee solidarity of the miner* ranks 
|| the eight -month -old conflict 
reached a new climax. Once again, 
without an official signal, they ap- 
_ 1 .j *a fnvnW their 

ancient slogan; ~Ng contract, no 

( *worL“ 

At the same time Government 
officials, led by President Roose- 
velt, were reported more deter- 
4 Atafi 4mjmr tn ''throw the 
;• book” at the UMW if it renewed 
j its defiance of tffe VILtf. No talk 
j| of compromise was in the air. 


I . J 

possible measures being 
cuiked ranged from immediate 
oelption or the UMW 1 * check 
privileges to ultimate re-seizure 
the mines, prosecution of any strike 
leaders under die Smith -ConnaDy 
law and induction of miner* who 
refused to work. Whether any or 
all of these steps would produce 
coal remained to be seen. The pre- 
vailing view appeared to be that 
Lewis would not risk the test. 

Some officials contended It would 
be easier to promote a back-to-work 
movement this time since the WLB 
has approved an agreement that 
substantially increases the miners’ 
take -home -pay— even though it falls 
37)6 cents a day short or the Il- 
linois pact submitted to the Board, 
But otiiers voiced doubt that Lewis 
and his policy committee could 
halt the insurgence promptly erven 
If they voted to accept the contract. 

Way Out for Lewis 

One "out” had been suggested to 
the UMW chiefs by President 
Roosevelt Friday and reiterated in 
a weekend message from the WLB, 
Answering Lewis’ claim that the 
new agreement would involve a cut 
in the basic wage-rate, the Board 
formally fold him it would approve 
a clause guaranteeing that no 
miners receive less for a day’s work 
than they obtained under the oid 
contract j 

If he is to face a fight 

to the fimshTLewis could conceiv- 
ably dte this guarantee as renov-j 


13 KO/l I ism ; « 
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ing his obiection to the WLBa 

Jf 

reports, moreovwfj 
receive some «H 
White House ob 
the WLB that the major outlines of 
the WLB*s wage proposal would be 
extended to cover other sections of 
the Appalachi&n region. One in- 
formed source took the view that 
the new strike was primarily de- 

S signed to win that assurance. i 
lln any case the next move wasjj 
up to the miners’ chieftain. Nobod; 
knew whether he would r 
with a bang or * whimper. 
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ikely Move 
If Workers / 1 
Go on Strike , 

i 

Roosevelt Won’t Act ! 
Until After UMW 
Meeting Monday; 
142*000 Men Out 

Strife Within 

WAR LABOR BOARD public 
member* protest charge by 
kFL member* of the board 
ihat coal decision was dictated 
by other Government agencie*, 
Wayne Morse demands that 
they prove or retract the 
charge*. (Page 5 ) 

Deadline TVear 

By Ben V. Gilbert 
- President Roosevelt promised 
;jist night “to tske decisive sctlon 
'to see thet coal is mined" in tbe 
event tbe United Mine Workers 
policy committee rejects tbe Wsr 
Labor Board’s Illinois decision at 
a scheduled Monday moraine meet- 
ing 

' The President's statement wss 
Contained in a letter to War Labor 
■ Board Chairman William H. Davis 
made public by tbe White House jj 
at a Ume when more than 142,000 
coal miners were reported Idle. . 

; f«eiEure of tbe mines, tmmediate- 
• |y invoking the criminal penalties 

t efl the Connally -Smith Aatistrihe 
t, was regarded as the lost 
ely “decisive" action tbe Pn tai- 
nt would take, although a Sejfo- 
e Service order to Induct situ* 

{ tog miners was also in tbe picture. 


*WAteuic i 

Spokesmen for the 
cot] operator* estimated th*t 
soft <fCogi eperitowe ** 
t^rdky. The Associated Pressure- 
that ^additional WOO 
Sirl coal miners stayed away O™ 
wohi yesterday to eelebrate Job* 
Mitchell Day, to honor of * founder 
Of the UMW and leader of b 
anthracite strikes in IbOO snd UW. 

president Ro<^« U iri f “* 
would take no aciiou uBu. =‘~ r j~; j 
policy committee meeting, but was 
ha tching tbe situaUon carefully. I 
The seriousness of tbe coal ahort- 
age was emphasised by the J*®* 1 ' 
dent and by Secretary of Interior 
Harold L. Ickes, who in a ae)»*ntc 
action froze at tbe mines all hart 
and soft coal >n domestic sire* to 
use as an emergency pool to pro- 
vide home beating coal needed to 
jwiipvt distress situations* , 
in i remark believed directed it 
the threatened fourth general coal 
strike (farting with the expiration 
of the current coal "truce" tomor- 
row midnight, tbe President said, 
nffe cm no more tolerate the tot- 
ting down of coil production " 
we cin tolerate totting down of 
f) shipping of supplies to our 4gl 


tog men. , _ 

The effect of the President s 
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\fr W1I It} put UIC I*MUV. 

on the spot— to decide whether to 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

~ - Mr. 

Mr. 

r go ahead with s complete ahutdmp 
j {^involving £90,000 miner* tad th^a-* r * 

E ned rejection of. the WLB 
*al for «a tttemtitt 
replace the me turned down to / 
the Illinois case for containing an 
unjustified wage increase of 97 Vi 
cents i day K } 

Without n^rheming UMW Presl- , r 
dent Joh~ by name, the f 

Chief Executive included two 
pointed digs at the mine leader. 

“Certainly In wartime, the miners 
will not take the position that they 
Wi. sign tto contract other than one 
-dictated by their leaders/* the 
President said. "We are at war* 
and all of tto must make sacrifices 
for our common good and common 
safety** 

Mr. Roosevelt also said “there 
to no basis for the assertion that 
the board's proposals involve In any 
way a reduction In the basic rafts 
that tbe miners arc receiving! 
thu* challenging a statement mqfle :• 
by Lewis in a telegram to his Hjfct-j 
tenants which was interpreted w M 
signal for a general coal strike. • , 
Davis, to a letter to the Presi- 
dent which the While Rouse made . 
public when the President a an - 1 
gwerlng letter was released, stated: 

“The issue is the same dear. one j 
which tt has always been since 'the ; 
loginning of the coat controversy, 

II «_ _ c<i xi *■» i _ 

I iuociy. 9«4«n utr wagr blbui iiwi- m 

on policies of the Government he / 
•plied and enforced irrespective i f 
oi the displeasure of any group 
toward tbeae policies | 

The Illlnofi decision-* which Indi- 
cated tbe type of adjustment of the > 
porUMo-portal controversy the . 
WLB would approve — “has resolved f 
every reasonable doubt with re-' 
aped to the requirement* sf tbe 
stabilization program to favor of 

Ih* wil mm * ^•rauwifa^ N ih* P wnj . 

dent said. 

“Some may reasonably question 
whether the board has not gone 
too far.** be added. 

The President explained that tbe 
board’s DUnoU proposal would 
give the miners $M for a 51-hour 
“portal to portal** <W*y week, or 
$e.50 t week more than they are 
how receiving for 42 hours actual 
Work at their working places to} 

.the mines, and $2.50 a week toty 
under the original ur — 5 — 
tract which WLB refected. 

46V4-bour week under the 
contract— equivalent to 51 
“portal to portal,** the miners 
Would have received $52.95, the 
President said. 1 * -v :?/ 
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*1 am confident that whetwtha 
patriotic American miner* realise 
the substantial increase in beiamti 
tFfc board'* proposal offers tup 11 * 
ttjey will rot reject the opportunity 
gfren them to secure a fontract" 
Wjr. Roosevelt said. 

rf ' 4 But, if I am mistaken, and the j 
miners do not accept the board's 
proposals, I sail take decisive ac- 
tion to see that coal i* mined.** i 
Frew Order 


Other developments In the coal 
situation Included the following: 

1. Ur freeing all domestic-cise 
coal ir ■ cars at the mines, Ickt* 
and tie Interstate Commerce 
Commission also took control over 
all industrial anthracite coal now 
on rail*. The freeze of domestic 
sizes wa* ordered after a number 
of major coal -consuming cities re- 
ported Insufficient reserves of 
coal to beat homes adequately In 
the event of a spell of eold 
weather. 

2. Spokesmen for the Appalach- 
ian coal operators issued a stayb- 
ment disclaiming any responsibility 

Haim »<m* m 

T1U1 UIC bV*l 

■ With the wage negotiations tnat 
|itarted in March, the operators 
Kiave at all times supported and 
complied with every policy and re- 
quirement of Government. 1 Tbl* 
present controversy Is not between 
the operators and the mine work- 
er*, but rather between the United * 
Mine Workers and the Federal 
Government” 


3. Lewis, reached at his home, 

declined to comment on the Presi- 
de nti statement or other develop-; 
meets. ' | 

4. The Department of Interior . 
disclosed (hat soft coal production ? 


declined a second successive week, j 
with 11,300,000 tons produced dur- 

* . il._ H -V 

Ul| ujc mxk cuvcvi wvui^.* 

compared with 11,723,000 for 1 
previous week. A foal of 12 rt r 

E ton* a week has been set 
. Ickes requisitioned coal 
nols for the Pennsylvania 
__4 and from Ohio for the New 
itork Central Railroad to keep both 
earners operating at full capacity. 


\ 
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Editorial 




The Office of War Mobilisation Director' Jamea 
Byrnes and Stabilisation Director Fred Vinson, who hava 
yielded to these disrupters and saboteurs of stabQizatkoi, 
and still continue to do so, share in this responsibility. 
Vinson's veto of the eight cent raise to railroad workers, 
is an example. , . V - 

ftn f DmsJ dla/S wmII. 

x I1C TT|U MW1 DUHU *iDu w ito*r 

ties. The boatd has allowed itself to be mechanically! 
hamstrung. B _ * . „ ^ \.r, - I 

* In the mvjie decision the WLB took months to find* 
a loophole for i formal recognition of portal to portal. 


| yt pledge without qualification. They 
prove it as unanimously as the board 
Ik in behalf of such a large segment of 


XS of more than a million members 
10 affiliates, in convention at Buffalo, 
emendation of their executive boasd— {underground travel) pay, in the dusty files of the wage- 

hour administration, but they steered dear of the more 
flexible proviaion in the stabilization act itself which gives 
them, and the Byrnes -Vinson offices authority to take 

hnir fM AO AttVAQ nA/>A«a<mr 4 j>» i vs fUa mWAOaAlltlAVt 

Au) iiicanuiv-a uv-vonai j w iuu iu m/v ptwuuwiwu v* wv. 

war. The fact that coal production was falling off and 
.manpower had been flowing out of the coal industry, was 
ko them not a sufficient enough -reason for a ruling. 

T he decision giving the Anthracite miners the ridicu- 
lous raise of 32 cents a day, also because of a mathe- 


nolds 


BigmuC*nuc 


matical strait-jacket, is further evidence of the board’s 
policy. The very least the WLB members could have done 
was to join with the four labor representatives* -demaniL 



m #• Vi c 


iany occasions pointed to the justice of 
he coal miners and railroad ’workers, 
iticized sharply th£ War Labor Board 
Authorities for dinging to an outworn 
ne burns. 


adjustment 


M lor a wage 
tq p with the cost of living rise. But we 
ive said again and again. Such adjust- 
li by keeping the no-strike pledge and 
ihe stabilization program. We regard 






Sbflity for the failure of this program 
ipublicans in Congress who, jointly with 
emocrats, scuttled the administration’s 
pram* They have emasculated measures 
and at this very moment continue to 
they engineered the notorious Ruml soak- 
pram and are now scheming further steps 
line i they killed the President’s S25.000 
and greased tht«ftv>for a Roman holiday 

} jl* .. 
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THE WORKER 




Date 
Clipped 

Oovemaient 


very timejy ana 

g view of the present critical moment 
pain faces a test. 

light will mark another contract dead- 
la. At this writing more than 60,000- 
ce with at least the tacit approval of 
\ whole situation is again in the hands 
if Monday i from all indications, Lewis 

_H 'Ll-. — a# aaoI wtincfB 

-OjUWll gCUCIPl DU LPC WOI IU*UV*L.' 

railroad workers are taking a * * * * S 

The employers are responsible for the present situa4 
• • ’ tlon by their insistence that profits go above all other ! 

considerations. Their position dovetails perfectly with that 
of Lewis, for neither is he interested in furthering pro- 
duction, placing his defeatist policy above all other con- 
■Jderations. If the employers and Lewis were interested 
In production they could have easily agreed upon a pro- 
gram that would be both an incentive to more coal output 
and to a corresponding increase in wages — a formula 
that even the WLB would have to approve. 

Finally, the labor movement itself is not absolved of 
responsibility ; first because of* the disunity in its ranks, 
irogram as absolutely essential for we *nd secondly because Lewis, utilizing this disunity, is able 
illation would be most harmful to the to cultivate some support, when every union in the count 
common people in general. All adjust- jhoulfi hold him up as an object of acorn, 
fore be made for the purpose of strength L. Lewis who presented labor with th* Smith-Connai 

4 yvn 
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| What path should labor take now? 

The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for it doesn’t 
win wage increases, and what is more important, it negates 
the basic consideration that this is labor’s war and any 
qualification bf the no-strike vote is scabbing upon the 
war to wipe out fascism. 

The constructive .alternative is the mobilization of 
labor’s vast, and still hardly used political strength. No. 
this doesn’t mean waiting until next election to cast a 
ballot although, a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
in the many elections this coming Tuesday will be very 
important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
vast majority of the people — who are not in labor’s ranks 
to the idea that a sound stabilization program is inj- 
;[>erative for a quick- and decisive victory over the Ax$. 

4 The Transport ^ r prVprB TTnirm of New Yotk gavew 
practical example of what this means on a local basis. 
A fight which Beemed almost impossible to win ended in 
a great victory for the union — and the war effort— with- 
out a strike. 

Congressmen will continue to sabotage the stabiliza- 
tion program, stabilization authorities will continue to 
yield to them, employers wQI continue to think only Ilf 
profits — just as long as they feel labor’s political apatlj^ 
and know that the public generally is not yet aroused. ii 

If labor wants a sound stabilization program, with 
the President’s seven points fully applied ; if a wage policy 
is to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
vppermost consideration, than. labor must unite its forces 
fS launch its greatest drive to win the people. . 






I What path should labor take now? 



The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for it doesn’t 
win wage increases, and what is more important, it negates 
the basic consideration that this is labor’s war and any 
qualification bf the no-strike vote is scabbing upon the 
war to wipe out fascism. 


The constructive .alternative is the mobilization of 
labor’s vast, and still hardly used political strength. No. 
this doesn’t mean waiting until next election to cast a 
ballot although, a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
in the many elections this coming Tuesday will be very 
important. It means a drive EIGHT NOW to win the 
yast majority of the people — who are not in labor’s ranks 
.—to the idea that a sound stabilization program is in f- 
|j>erative for a quick. and decisive victory over the Axis. 

The TVansport TTnir> " of New York gave't 

practical example of what this means on a local basis. 
A fight which seemed almost impossible to win ended in 
a great victory for the union— and the war effort — with- 
out a strike. 


Congressmen will continue to sabotage the stabiliza- 
tion program, stabilization authorities will continue to 
yield to them, employers will continue to think only ttf 
profits — just as long as they feel labor’s political apatnkr 
and know that the public generally is not yet aroused.!) 

If labor wants a sound stabilization program, with 
the President’s seven points fully applied; if a wage policy 
is to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
appermost consideration, tkenJahor must unite its forces 
O launch its greatest drive to win the people. , 
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^•Lewis-igftores 
'Peace Formula 
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rlpearedmevitabletwlay, 

U Lewis faded to give any v 
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To Eye Lewis 
Union 'Deal' 


Tr im 

A Feder*l Orond Jury wlU 1* 
asked won to de^gpin* whether 
^ President John LTlewis, St the 
& United Mtne Workers. wnAMlne 
B, Cosi Co., Springfield, Bl, tto- 
la ted the civil rights statute to 
a $350,000 transaction. It was 
learned yesterday. 

Reliable sources said that an 
Inquiry by the Federal Bureau #* 
investigation wo* about com- 
pleted. and that the matter would 
be placed before a Federal grand 
Jury here or at Springfield. 


u . ouaa uwu ***** -- 

fused to «cn auch wjdvsw and 
threatened to certify them as d£j 
Unguent w the c omp an i e s twM 
dischar ge them under closed mo 
tract*. 

It has been report** J**S*J?? 
presence of FBI assnt* to nunoff* 
field was the cause f£r UwW 
recent automobile trip to that 
aa jpiai area. The trip 1* 

OPA tnreatigatlon to determine 
whether be violated th* gasoline 
rationing regtfla'^JMr 


x 


Hr, CUlt. 


Hr. Olsria, 
Hr. Ladd 


Mr. NUtlli. 
Hr. Rosea 
Hr. Traey 


an* : 


Hr. Carton. 
Hr. Coffey. 


Hr. Hendon. 


Hr. Imnir. 


Hr. MeOvlro 


Hr. Qntnn Tamm 

lfr. Hosts. 


i Justice Department officials de- 
clined to comment. 


Wagner Act Involved 


Hits Gandy 


It would be up to the grand 
Jury to determine whether the 
transaction warrants an indict- 
ment far conspiracy to violate the 
right oOMine B. employes to bar- 
gain collectively — a right guaran- 
teed them by the Wagner Act. 
Conviction on charges of Inter- 
fering with an individual s right* 
resulted In a decision that no vlo- 
years imprisonment arid $10,000 
line, 

Lewi*, it vw said, loaned or 
made a gift of about $350,000 to 
Mine B. Coal Co., in 1&38, alleged- 
ly to cover losses of the company 
in a lockout of its employes who 
were members of the! Progressive 
Mine “Workers (AFL/K The Gov- 
ernment 1* expected to allege that 
the purpose wa* to break the AFL 
union, which resulted from a *plit 
with the UMW in 1 m, and per- 
mlt Lewis to regain control over 
the miners. 




Tax Bams Bares Cam 


Revenue Bureau 
first discovered evidence of the 
transaction during an investlga 
tion into a possible income tax 
case. However, a study reportedly 
resulted to a decision that no vio- 
lation of the tax laws was to 
! volved, 

I A* far as U known, this la only 
•the second time that the civil 
right* statute has been applied to 
cover an alleged violation of the 
Wagner Act. A Brooklyn IN. YJ 
Federal grand Jury to May indict; 
ed two baking companies, two of 
their officials, and two officers of 
the\Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers International Union 
<AFL) cm tharg«» of conspiring to, 
Injure employe* of the companies; 
fca the exercise of rights guaian- 
ted them under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 
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In the Brooklyn en» *t — 
.charged that the defendant* «®, 
ulred to threaten with discharge 
Sod otherwise intimidate employe; 
ghe y signed waivers t€ 
Srunpaid minimum wages, 
dnudM ■overtime and liqu i dated 
SSoM ea That iv dtv t ment charged 
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(that as part ot the conspiracy the 
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lewis Driving Charge 
Still Awaiting Action 
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\ U*.. Alexandria rationing board 

1 jTiSt seated 
ol UM.W. President ^ , 
whose recent motor trip 
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Union 'Deal' 
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A Federal Grand Jury wffl be 
asked soon to det^fydne whether 
President John LTLewis, oi the 
■United Mins WorkersT and Mins 
B. Coal Oo , Springfield* HL, vio- 
la ted the civil rights statute 
a $350,000 transaction* It fU 
learned yesterday. 

Reliable sources said that an 
inquiry by the Federal Bureau ctf 
Investigation was about com- 
pleted, and that the matter would 
be placed before a Federal grand 
jury here or at Springfield* 

Justice Department officials de- 
clined to comment. 

Wagmr, Act Involved 

It would be up to the grand 
lory to determine whether the 
transaction warrants an Indict- 
ment for conspiracy to violate the 
right of Mine B. employes to bar- 
gain collectively — a right guaran 
teed them by the Wagner Act. 
Conviction on charges of inter 
lering with an individual's rights 
resulted in a decision that no vto 
years imprison® ent_and $10,000 

Lewis, ft was said, loaned or 
made a gift of about $350,000 to 
Mine B. Coal Ccu in 1938. alleged 
ly to cover losses of the company 
in a lockout of its employe* who 
were members of the Progressive 
Mine Worker* <AFL>. The Gov 
eminent is expected to allege that 
the purpose was to break the AFL 
union, which resulted from a »ylit 
with the UMW in 1532, and per- 
mit Lewis to regain control over 
the miner*. 

Tax Bureau Bares Case 

2 MB. . ♦_ 1 « 

*) *UC JUUUCl U*J *vc rciiMt — 

| first discovered evidence of the 
; transaction during an tovesttga 

! tion into a possible income tax 
case. However, a study reportedly 
resulted in a decision that no vio- 
lation of the tax laws was to 
Evolved. 

As far as Is known, this is only 
] the second time that the chn 1 
9 rights statute has been applied to 
J cover an alleged violation of the 
t Wanner Act. A Brooklyn (N. Y.J 

( , V Inn. U«# 

^rraerw inuu jw y w 

ed two baking companies, two of 
their officials, and tw6 officers of 
.the Bakery and Confectionery 
[Workers International Union 
(AFL) on charges of conspiring to 
injure employes of the companies 
in the exercise of rights guaran* 
ted them under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

Employes Threa t e n ed 

In the Brooklyn case tt was 
charged that the defendants ot- 
spired to threaten with discharge 
md otherwise intimida te e mployee 
unless they signed waivers d 
unpaid minimum wages, 
yvertte— and liquidated 

r m*m t tnAlirtmpft t fh^rM d 
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that as part of the conspiracy the 


[partial payment nr ar re a rage s W 
fl nk xn due s from those who i 
fused to kgn such w a i v er s ana 
threatened to certify them as da* 
hnquent so the compa ni es eotzlo 
discharge them under elosed «» 
tracts. 

It has been reported that the 
presence of FBI agents to Spring- 
field was the cause for Lewis* 
recent automobile trip to that 
mining area. The trip k un der 
DBA Investiga tion to determine 
whether he violated the gasoline 
rationing 
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FBI "has Studied It, 

Grand Jury May Examine 
John L. Lewis Mine Deal 

^ A^Federal gra^ury will be asked soon to^tenmoe whetb<Jt 
President JnWfrTgwis of the United Mine Workers, wd Mi| 
i]L Coal Ck)., "Springfield, HI, violated »hu,™ r 

*i $550,000 transaction, it was learnea today. 

^Reliable souroes said that JSfl, 
tolaulo was about completed. an<rtfilt 
Tfte matter would be placed betcr«£a 
Federal grand Jury here or at Spring- 
field. i 

It would be tip to the grand Jury t 
to determine whether the transaction j 
warranto an Indictment lor conspiracy j 
to violate the right oWine B •mploya 
to bargain collectively— a right guaran- 
i i «(.m k. tV>s Wrnmw Art - Oon- ! 

VOCU WiCMl M/ "JV „ - ,,, 

fiction an chargee ot Interfering with 
bxl individual * righto carries maximum 
penalties at live yean imprisonment 
and $10,000 line. 

Lewis, it was said. loaned or made a 
gift of about $250,000 Jc(fcine B Ooai 
Oc., to 193 $, allegedly to cover losses of 
the company in a lockout of ttycn- 
ployes who were members dI th^fPro- 
greodve Mine Workers (AFLL The 
Government is expected to allege that 
the purpose was to break the AFL 

nn|n n whtrh moltsd from S Split With 

the UHW in 1932, and permit Lewis 
to regain control over the miners 
The Internal Revenue Bureau lint 
discovered evidence of the transaction 
during an investigation into a p ossi Me 
l&oome tax case. However, a study 
reportedly resulted In a decision that 
wo v iolation of the tax laws was in- 
solved. 

It has been reported that the ptfiP' 

*nce pLE BX ^ttr M ifij ftrfngflett was 
fhe cause for Lewis' recent automobile 

Mn tn that mining area The trip t* | 

voder OFA Investigation to determine * 
yh^thy he violated the gs s oitna t a* 

-"filming regulations. [ 
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$350,000 Lewis ‘Loan to Min!£ 



fxpl 


Grand Jury to 

FBI Is Working on Case; Th|»t 
ains His ‘Pleasure' Trip to IllmCjis 

By Gcmoos H. Cole 



Hr. Ttiey^ 
Hr. Ae*ri_ 
Mr. 

Mr. Hsrba^ 
Mr. HftBdoi. 




Ptf i Burrwu 


WASHINGTON. Aug. 30. - John L. Lewis , president of 
PrjlTi the United Mine Workers, is Innocent any charge that 
■jra Jyl he used gasoline for pleasure driving oc his recent trip 
■ffiTO to Springfield., III .—even though he spent 36 hours visiting 
his 84-vear-old mother. Kirs. Anna l^wis.. 


Any public report on the OPA 
to Mitigation of the trip will exon- 
erate Lewis of all charges and show 
that the mine union chiefs drive 
from Alexandria, Va M to the Illinois 
coal fields was no pleasure jaunt. 

Covej^d It Up 

Lew is dnAfcrf to JpTinois on busi- 
ness— btisinessthaghe chose to ew- 
er Up bydiV* to a rep orter 

^^Dijcatnr* III, ‘th»t l>£ was just 
driving Ap to^^pringfioW to sec his 
motlJf*L>ewis' Cffook for ga£<rUnc 
penmK? hi^n fcd'ipsc^Hhis Butck tor 
un^K business. 

The fact is thpt Lewis went to 
Springfield because agents ot the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
were there checking into the finan- 
cial transactions between Lewis' un- 
ion and the Mine B Go., a coal oper- 
ator that engaged in. a long and 
f pstlv lookout of members of a rival 
/_FL union at a time w hen Lew is 
vias trving to oust the rival union 
bom the Illinois coal fields. 




listed as Loan 

The case is scheduled to be^re- 
ftented to a grand jury at Spring- 
:feld within the next few weeks J it 
’•(vas learned here. 

’’i The facts in the case, first re- 
ported by PM last Fail, indicate 
that Lewis’ union handed the Mine 
B Co, some *350,000 at about the 
time of the lockout that enabled 
UMW organizers to raid the rival 
union V membership. 

The transaction is listed on the 
union books as a loan. Since the 
FBI investigation was begun, Carl 

n J I a/ fXrt Min* R 

, J/1VMUW* W‘ VI"- ms- 

Co., Is reported to have paid 41 000 
on the debt 

There ako are charges that 
Lewis kept some 14 members of 
the rival union, the Progressive 
Mine Workers of America, AFK, 
- on its payroll during the time til 
the fight for exclusive bargaining 
light*. 

3 1 TK*» F~RI it mvftsria'atinr th* not- 


wbility that the tmkmjffders 
icpr%eo fflegallv to 3epnve ’emploj 
(ofjfthe Mine!? Co. oT tlwnrjd 
rigpts undeT the National Lapor 
Act. That taw guafaftr- 
workers the right to join the t 
of their own clK?*oe, 

^ A written law put cm the 
in J870, principally to break 
Lu*Llux klan, auch con- 

spiracy' illegal. 

It was this vame law that was 
used to aid the UMW in 193&-tbe 
year of the Mine B lockout-dur- 
ing the prosecution of coal opera- 
tors in Harlan County, Ky* The 
Justice Dept, iost that case because 
the jury was unable to agree. 

. Conviction under this law 
criminal penalties. % 

Evidence of the financial trans- 
action between the UMW and the 
Mine B Co. was first discovered by 
agents of the U. S. Treasury De- 
partment during an investigation of 
Lewis' and die UMW’ book* to a 
tnx matter. 

The fadts were referred to the 
White House and thence to the 
Justice Dept for prosecution. Jy 
tice officials, fearing charge 
were attempting to 
is for political reasons, 
lion in the case so long that there 
lie been charges that they are 
j neglecting their duty to the matte 




b 

C. 




\5y-_r*i£ A 

NOT KISCORIMBD 


57SEP 


x'h 

9lsf43 


AUG 3 0 1943 

PM RAIL! 
Page., 


* 









G 


FINANCIAL DEAL 

o 

DV MUM I ew e 

VI JUIII1 LLVI1U 

PROBED BY F.B.I. 


Charge He Paid Illinois 
Mine Company to Break 
Rival Union. 


A 


»Y EDWIN ^ClAHEY. 

£jP0CLBL DilPtLUi itvZu CuiTupvuucug 

Washington, Aug. 26 - — The F 
fcral Bureau of Investigation 
Undertaken an investigation of 
financial dealings between John 
P^SLewis and thfl-Mme B Coal Co.' 
in Springfield, HI., it was learned 
here today. The facts in the case 
will be laid before a grand jury 
In Springfield late in September 
or early in October, It was further 

As previously revealed in The 
Chicag o Daily Hews, thtugase in- 
VolvS a subsidy of thq^Mine B 
Co, by the United Mine Worker* 
to reimburse the company for the 
losses suffered un the lockout of 
members of the^ogres# ive Mine 
Workers, an AT. ofJL group 
which revolted from the Lewis 
leadership iiTlWJL The amount 
of money paid to the company by 
the union, it is now learned, was 
in the neighborhood of $350,000. 
The lockout in question took place 
In 1038. 

Case Causes Cabinet ftlft 
The case has already caused a 
alight rift between Secretary of 
t£e 'Treasury Morgen thaf*“SfnJ At- 



torney Oenem Biddle. 
igwU> 4mm& evidence qf ■thef 
nancial transactions between 
UJd.W. and tha Mint B Co. 
an investigation of the union 1 !* a 
Lewis* accounts, and turned 1. 
fils in the metier to ^ 
White House, whence ft Was »e 
to the Department of Justice. FaS 
ure of the Justice Department to 
Initiate an immediate criminal in- 
vestigation caused a feinor cab- 
inet crisis, which has since been 
resolved. 

Although H 1* reported that 
there are some tax evasion as- 
pects, to the federal investigation, 
th» FJ$-I- inquiry is concerned 
with possible violations of the old 
civil rights statute of 1870, passed 
to break the Ku Kiux Klan, but 
never invoked very successfully.; 
The Harlan County (Kj.) coa] * 
wperators were prosecuted UumSt | 
this statute in 1 W8, but the case j , 
ended in a Jury disagreement The ; 1 
statute provides criminal penal- . 
ties for a conspiracy to deprive' 
citizens of their civil rights, ink 
ftiis case the Dltfloii miners who] 
fcould have been so derprived ini 
Ihe event of a conspiracy to break] 
■heir union. * 

Listed ms a Tam 1 

Incidentally, it was this FAX 
investigation which brough Lewis 
to Springfield recently, where he 
became involved with the OP A, 1 
following the complaint of dti- * 
sens that he had driven his auto- 
mobile from Alexandria, Va„ to 
Springfield on conesse&tial bust- \ 



The money advanced by Lewis i 
and the UMW, to the Mine B,} 
Co, appears on the books of the 
company as a loan. It was learned* 
Federal investigators found, how- 
ever, that there was reasonable 
ground for permitting a grand 
Jury to decide whether the $360,- 
000 was a loan by the union to 
: the company or an out and out 
I grant to reimburse the company 
for breaking a rival union group. 


omc? me uj^evugauvu ww 

initiated, it was learned, Ac Mine 
B Cq^ .b eaded by CarrT£lsba$f r 
has repaid $1,000 of theViiait^ 
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■By Drew Pear ton 



WHEN MEMBERS of the ATE 
executive council look ^aip the 
jpphcatioo of John l5*T>wi» ( 
United Miw* Worker? chif^^y 
re-entry Into the AFL this week 
in Chicago, they didn’t bother 
to tell reporter* that Lewi* 
might have been back In the 
AFL tome time before, except 
for strong Intervention from the 
White House 

It can now be revealed that 
the President was extremely 
perturbed about the burly mine 
labor chief * effort* to climb back 
on the AFL bandwagon, in fact, 
he expressed himself to friends 
in very blunt language about how 
foolhardy it would be for the 
AFL to welcome back a man who 
was in disrepute for openly defy- 
ing the Government during the 
mine dispute. 

Jt also can be revealed that 
William Hutcheson, AFL carpen- 
ter’s boas, and other Lewis 
friends on the executive council 

1 I *T *.11 -* 

uau luc mage «u ki *i»* ■ 

meeting of the council last May 
to consider hew ism application. 
This was the inside reason why 
John L. inclosed a fat $60, $00 
check for advance dues with his 
( application, 

i Just who blocked the move— * 

[ and how closely the President 
f himself was involved— it a secret, 

» But Administration insider* re- 
\ port that Marvin Mclntyre t the 
i President’s secretary # * great 
l friend of the railroad brother- 

* hoods, had a hand In iL 

Furthermore, Immediately «f* ] 
! ter Lewis requested readmisaian, \ 
■ the President had separate con- 
I ferences with Dan Tobin, team- 
I aters’ boss and a top-rung roam* 

* ber of the AFL executive court* 

\ cil, plus George Harrison, rail- 
| way clerks' head, who U the moat 

* powerful figure in the brother* 
hoods. 

1 Immediately afterward the 
move for a apecial executive 
council meeting was abandoned. 
In the course of one of those 
conferences the question of 
Lewis's application for readmit 
sion was discussed at some 
length — and the President ex- 
pressed himself poiqUfrlaafcH* 
rt UffP ^lL . i ■ ■ ■ « rl 
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TS. Grand Jury To Sift 
F.B.I. Investigation Into 

tt njf nr %Jti ; D T\~ 

U,iVl,VY,-lVllTie D LJV 


U.S. GRAND JURY 
TO PROBE DEAL 


Continued from P*S« L 


1 


federal grand Jury in May Indicted 
two baking companies two of their 
officials, and two officer* of the 
Bakery £ Confectionery Worker* 
International union (A.F.L.) on 
charge* of conipiring to injure em- 
ployes of the companies in the ex- 
ercise of rights guaranteed ibem 
under the fair labor standard* act. 

In the Brooklyn cate It was 
charged that the defendant* con- 
spired to threaten with discharge 
and otherwise Intimidate employe* 
unleu they ilgned waiver* of 
claim* for unpaid minimum wage*, 
unpaid overtime and liquidated 
damage*. That indictment charged 
that a* part of the conspiracy the 
union official* refuted to accept 

partial payment of arrearage* In 
union due* from those who re- 
fused to sign such waiver* and 

threatened to certify them a* de- 
linquent *o the companies could 
discharge them under closed con- 
tracts. ’ ' | 

It ha* been reported that the 
presence of F.B.I. agents In Spring- 
field was the cti&e for Lewis' re- 
cent automobile trip to that min- 

i - 4y.l U . . _ y*v D A 

uig *u eiL, * Jir uip uiiucj v.r -#v- 

invefUgatlon to determine whether 
he violated the gasoline rationing 
regulation!. 


Washington, Sept A COT) — Jt 
federal grand Jury will be asked 
soon to determine whether* Presi- 
dent John lI^'Lewla of th^ United 
Mine Worker* andlpdine B Coal 
Co., Spri gp-fielrL TI L. violated the 
civil rights statute U* a $350,000 
transaction, It was learned today. 

% Reliable sources said an Inquiry 
by the federal bureau of investiga- 
tion was about completed, and that 
the matter would be placed before 
a federal grand Jury here or at 
Springfield. • 

Justice department official* de- 
clined to comment 
It would be up to the grand Jury 
(o determine whether the transac- 
tion warrant* an Indictment for 
conspiracy to violate the right of] 
Mine B employes to bargain cod- . 
j actively— a right guaranteed them' 
by the Wagner act. Conviction on 
charge* of interfering with an in- 
dividual’* right* carries maximum f 
penalties of five years imprison- j 
merit and $10,000 floe. 


-I _ 14 


Doyle Bays Word.* 

U. S. District Attorney Howard 
L. Doyle said today he "knew noth- 
ing whatsoever" about the report- 
ed forthcoming gi*and Jury inves- 
tigation of the John 1 a Lewis- 
Mine B Coll Co. loan deal 
*1 have received no instruction* 
any kind from Washington on 
he said, adding, bow- 
, regular » grand Jury 
ed to meet bars within 

th, ~ ‘ ■ j 



LiCWUy 11 WU ■BJtU, 

made a gift of about $350,000 to 
Mine B Coal Co., in 1938, allegedly 
to cover losses of the company In 
a lockout of It* ^employes who were 
member* of thJfProgresalve Mine 

W nrlr**-* fAPfl TK* 

IT VSAV*« *«»#> r I SIIC §VTgA| *- 

ment 1* expected to allege that the 
purpose was to break the JUFX* 
union, which resulted from a *c?{t 
with the U3ff*w. in 1932, and per- 
mit Lewis do regain titatnol ever 
the miners. 

The internal revenue bureau 
first diioovered evidence of the 
transaction during an investigation 
into a possible Income tax case. 
However, a study reportedly re- 
sulted in a decision that no viola- 
tion of the tax laws was involved. 

As far as is known, this is only 
the second time that the civil 
rights statute has been applied to 
cover an alleged violation of the 

W*<m» If mM A TtrAnlrlirn W V 
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H^une Strike Policy 

^.nnnallv /Anti-Labor Bill 



"V 

Condemnation of Jofci 


ite 


another AFL affiliate, Hi 
) one of the larjfest unions' 

This was expressed in the June 
makers Journal," the union’s official 
title “Why Should labor Be Made 
to Buffer for the Whim of an X*o- 
tut? 


came yesterday from 
ternational Boilermakers Union, 
the AFL. ** 


issue ui 

magazine, 


under the 


k.aa aMaf. 


these omlamnM Uui Jehu L. Uwls 
vm interested l&KMWkt Wb* 
pelf, and hip recent actions far- 
ther demonstrates that tact," H7* 
the editorial 

“B 7 permit Uni hit personal aim 
political dislike for the A d min is - 
traifon and some of the agencies 
set sp by the government, his 
apitefal att/tade and arrogant* 
toward every one, to Inflame* hi* 
c&cUl eondoct as head of a fits! 
labor organization, he Is doing not j 
only his own organisation, bat all 
organized labor a moot gtieroas 
wrong. He has caused a lot of 
anti -labor legislation to he intro- 
dated, which wd bo an irrepar- 
able tojary to labor should H 


'down all organised Is 
hot became of the stabborn « 

» ♦ ^4 t^^l. ^ _ _ i tffcjfc M . 

UblUbcd rale* «f pnct*v* mm 
flfht It Mt iWnf lh»t Uac." tU 
«dh«rfaU 


BACKS M1NKBS, HITS LBWU 


A UB JWM V 


0 

♦ Km 


wage fight of the mint workerp, but 

goes on: 

•'However, calling s strike at this 
time, while we are at war, In an 
industry that would virtually stop 
production in this country, is aj 
matter that can not be lightly dealt 
with. Be has placed him s elf and 
hi ^organization in an embarrassing 
position, especially if some agree- 
ment iavlfct made acceptable to hta, 
for J*£ will be at war with ^Vgoo* 
the issue is jdot ooce 

-• _* • j i 


mt, tf 

wttted. 


<ovill 94 ^£, 


care, Wl 
pressed 


Mrsana&y non* 
lieve he w|luU 
belie vt| ttifcg-' 
t of a vast iaa- 

•Vfn 1 


*A| fir m Lewis is penaca&y non 
cerned.^ do net believe 
it ve do net 
Of the sentiment 
jorlty % his membership. 

“Recently Is 8t Louis, William 
Qreen, president uf the Aiucrican 
Federation of Labor, bluntly do-, 
.nounced the unpatriotic and ob* 

1 structive tactics by Lewis, which re- 
sulted in the work stoppage- 
“This attitude reflects the over- 
whelming sentiment of practically 
every ™»n of organised labor, even, 
as before stated, the mine worker*, 
“In his present position be st a nd s 
alone as a leader, the remaiadK of 

■ K / g» SglU w that iw t hlgU^ W 

important than the winning 

war. 

*Shou% organised labor be 
and convicted for the bull 
tactics jjt one lone egotist f" 
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IN CURBING LEWIS 


Senator Asks *Wbo Js Boss of 
U. S* — John L. Lewis or 
President Roosevelt?* 
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He Asserts Failure of Exscu- 
tive Branch Leaves Job 
for Senate and House 

— \ ' » 

fp#ci4l to Twi Knr Tb « Tnoi 

Washington, June 2— sen*- j 
tor Byrd of Virginia Mid today j 
that miiiionj of American* ire ask- } 
ing the question: ■'Who la the boas 
of the Unite^S^ates of America; 
ia It John LVt>wi a or President 

RooaeveTt ?" 

He put the question and other*. 
Into the Congressional Record a* ' 
the Senate completed ita business 
late thia afternoon. Unless the 
executive branch takes decisive ac- ' : 
Uoa in the present situation, he 
held, the Congress must “do the ( 
best It can to perform what the! I 
Executive branch has failed to do.” ] f 
•What hidden power has John!* 
L. Lewis so that he, and he alone, Ilf 
can defy the government of the^ 
United States in an hour of ther 
greatest peril this nation has ever) 
faced?" Mr, Byrd asked. "Has* 
the American flag which now flies! 
over the coal mines of America lostj 
Its power and prestige?" | 

The public was told, Mr. Byrd 
stated, that no strike could occur l 
against the united States govern* i 
ment, that Secretary Ick.es was op* . 
crating the mines as the govern- , 
merit's agent and that the United i 
States was the employer. j 

"Yet, today, In the third day of 
the strike," he said, 'The Associat- 
ed Press reports that 500,000 min- 
ers remain idle. Mr. Lewis has de- 
fied the War Labor Board. He has | 
refused to appear before it or to 
negotiate directly with 1L Piece 
by piece he is obtaining all that he 
has asked for." 

If Mr. Lewis can defy the gov- 
ernment and the flag now* Mr. 
Byrd asserted, “how can he be com 
trolled In time of peace in the vol- 
canic readjustment period follow- 
ing the w? H 

Introduced legislation sixty 
ijayi ago providing for *work or 
fight,* ** Mr. Byrd continued. Tm- 
$ i 1 mediately the various departments 
^ f* p'* > IT 1 1 government o gpof^d j hl* 

\ * l y j Lj lefisiation* saying that it would be 

^g j s wfMb national morale to re- 
-quire those to fight who have ra- 


fUlW U> work and prodwaLsnstaai- 
als for thoae who were fighting. 

‘The winning of the war abroad 
will be delayed with much greater 
1 loas of life unless we can control 
emr domestic affairs at home. We 
cannot temporise any lo nger wjth 
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Finger Points to Levps 

NY strike is inexcusable today. But 
there isn’t a shred of plausible reason. 
Jest it be outright sabotajre of the war, 
for the strike of a half milipH coal miners. 

Labor must hold John L/Tawis respon* 
•ible for the walkout, regardless of the 
evident provocations from some of the op- 
erators. 

The government, through its custodian 
of mines, Harold L. Ickes, advanced a pro- 
posal that would guarantee the miners a 
substantial temporary wage raise pending 
final settlement. The War Labor Board 
bild already provided for other improve- 
ments for the miners in its decision. All 
w^ge changes are retroactive. It was no 
longer a question of whether the miners 
are entitled to an improvement. It was only 
a matter of bargaining over the margin of 
difference and HOW MUCH the improve- 
ments was to be. To call a strike under 
such conditions showB a desire not to serve 
the interests of the workers but complete 
indifference and even sabotage of the war. 

Lewis, as the Communist Party’s state- 
ment yesterday said in point blank words, 
“is 'jrying to assume veto power over U.S. 
participation in the war. He sets himself 
above the labor movement and above the 
government, 
tween their 


I 


Ihe miners must return to work ImmodL 
aiely.” "* 

It is urgent that all labor leaders speak 
out and assure the President their support 
for decisive action. _ 

The no-strike pledge and the entire con- 
ception that this is Labor’s war means 
nothing if Lewis is permitted to defiantly 
carry out his treasonous program. As 
Julius Emspak, secretary-treasurer of the 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work- 
ers told the President in a wire, labor ex- 
pects him to take “decisive action” to stop 
Lewis and the “tremendous majority” of the 
trade union movement wiii back him. 

Moreover, Mr. Emspak sees the issues 
as far beyond those directly affecting the 
mine dispute, 

“We j^gard a shutdown on the right of 
Lew it to organise disruption of the war 
effort as something that must come re- 
gardless of the particular settlement of ihe 
dispute.** - . . 

! Of one thing we are certain. Neither 
Lewis nor that small group of “powerful 
operators," as IckeB called them, have! the 
slightest interest in the country’s sarety. 
The President is duty bound to act in- 
sure 


that our war effort does not falter, 

The miners must choose all loyal Americans will be hehfm* him 

country and John L. Lewis, ,/a • „ > 
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jjjlay Edmundsorj 

Defies Lewis \) j 

SF^HjOPTELD, XD. t May 1. ttJF). 
—R ay EdmunAs on, wtope reslgna* 
tion as president of thJniin ols Min e 
Workers of America followed a dis- 
pute with International president 
John ll levls, returned to the rank 

— ■ ~ s ■ 

and Ale today — as a coal digger 
Edimmdson, reportal for work on 
the day shift at thoftp eabody Coa l 
i C omp any’s capltol sane. He wlL 
'draw $59A5 for a six -day, 46-hour 
week. 

His resignation as state president 
was effective yesterday, and his last 
fact was to defy instructions a 1 

* Lewis by turning over district flies 
and office keys to the Springfield 
executive board member of District 
Ik Lewis had telegraphed Edmund- 

* son to turn the files and keys^er to 
[his brother-in-law, H_£>lin J^UleT. 

f wmnag ^ nf fh iJ Sl|n» Work . 

Building bei^. 

*T^: Lewis has called district board 
[ members and some board alternates 
to Washington and may appoint a 
^w provisional president this we^L , 
~~ e quarrel was said to have rvuih> ( 
from refusal of Lewis to grant 
lome rule** to the Illinois 
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OPINION 

Zafeor and th e^Adm in is t ration V 

The t>rice-and-wa E e picture, which bad j ^ tffi Tffc W 

be^un to get STST*? 

pends to a great degree upon his morale, 
if workers feel that they are getting the 
•bent end of the rtkk, the result wiB be re- 
4n the Gov6r Ttm ?n^s e/^Hno the 


u i >^r, 

■ ■■• ’ * • * J V fo*. ^ : 

- v ;v.^ r H ' 


outline last week, is once more anyone s pic- 
ture puzzle. The Presidents hold -the -line 
Executive Order of Apr . fl does not, at 
present writing, look as if it will really hold 
the line. Labor leaders postponed their juag' 
ment for a week in order to get *ome per- 
tpectivc on how it would operate. Nov. that 
they see its workings, they don t like it. And 
n ow Manpower Administrator McNutt s job- 

Ji t . ^ 1 it.— rt i/’.+t . T*i» 

freezing maxes mem uic unn* 

even less. 

This is not a matter of labor’s selfishness. 
- Nor is it a matter of questioning the main 
lines of the Administrations strategy in the 

It in- 


■ . I k .ta />! .3 an iii vct /vwt-flf- Irvine 1 chaos. 

» 

vohes the raising of serious doubts about 


senous 

the application of that broad strategy to the 
ease of labor. 

And one must remember that these 
doubts are raised by someone as irre- 
sponsible as jahn by a P^P 

of farm -block leaders wlio have consistent!) 
followed the tactics of a pressure group. 

They are raised by men like Philip Mur- 
ray and William Green and Waiter fleuthcr 
who have, as labor 



rr 
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short cod of production. This it not a mat- 
ter of dispute but a fact— and a disastrous 
one. 

f The problem cannot be solved by scold- 
ing workers for lack of patriotism. What 
they feel is the expression of a perfectly 
simple and basic human impulse of equal- 
ity. Workers, like other men want to nave 
the sense that they are not Wing made to 
bear the brunt of economic suffering as a 
result of the war. They are willing to sacri- 
fice, but they insist on some equality of 
sacrifice. 

In short, the difficulty with jav39™F. 
B j ffn qi and. the way be Jba* ^ 

Z—A *_ -L «1~ . » W _■» _ A _ ^ , _ *" ♦. * - 


bfcation S fbaThe 
as a problem to economics 



siot enough to * 


wholly 1 
political 
problem in 


Philip Mmrrmy 


tactic*, and 

psychology. 

The British aid not maxe mat misiaxe. 
leaders, accepted for ! From tlx: very* beginning they established 
their membership a the principle of equality of sacrifice, and 
far greater measure have managed to keep labor satisfied and 
of Government wage working hard. They did it partly by severe 

.1 .1 _ t : — N it 1-. .-..I nf Waff ^v/u>r<r<^C kl ’ 
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taxation as well as by labor control; and 
they did it also by entrusting the task of 
administration to trade-union heads like Er- 
nest Bevin. 

It is difficult to tee how we in America 
will be able to resolve our problems by 
dealing gently with the big-income groups 
and using a big stick on labor. That is the 
1 importance of Congress' failure to accept 
the President s $25,000 salary Imitation. 


more 

ping 

tonal 


drastic acrap- 
of the teadi- 
trade - union 


weapons than 

lnlh^v 
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a democracy 
ever done. 
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Threefold Case 

What is labor's case? It is a three-fold 
one. And the three propositions are some- j 
what as follow*. ^ 

{ There is a serious doubt as to whether, 
even If labor accepts complete wage and • tinued threat in Congress that the big tax 
Job rigiditv, the cost of Bving wall really be incomes wffl be remitted under some form 
ix® trolled' The Office of Price Administra- 


Representotkm 

That is the importance also of the edi- 


tion (OPA) under Prentiss Brown has not 
shown a capacity to keep prices down, nor 
any mflitancy in doing its job, nor doe* it 
—thanks to Congress-have money for ade- 
quate enforcement machinery. Since the 
^iflatiooaiy gap" between purchasing 
power and the available commodities ah 



oi the Hum! plan, That is the importance 
of the lack of flexibility shown by Adminis- 
trator Byrnes in the application of the Presi- 
dent’s freezing order to the inequities in 
wages. And, above aH, that is the importance 

t Tl_ . £ f\ 1 . : 1 „ 1 _„ 

uie jauure w give iulkji mi) i«u icpt 
sentation to the Administration, at ad 1 
commensurate with the Big Busi ness repre- 
tativea in the War Production BCSffly t® 

and Congreaa. 

- & ^ 


, , . . .. 

~ The case of the' W vLabbr Boar3 fWbB j 
t* a cni»» in noint. It has been doing a fort 
rate job in folding wages to line. And tb 
trade-union leaders have been showing re- 
straint all along In w-operating with it li 
is perhaps the most successful exampl< 
within the Administration of the tripartite 
board, on which business, labor and govern 
ment are represented. Yet it has now been 
practically wiped out, and has become cob 
a *ort of arm of the Byrnes office, doing th 
job that a few statistician* could do* 

I do not say that the President’s Apr. 
order was a mistake. It was necessary ant" 
courageous. But what happened was thi* 
no flexibility was shown to applying it An. 
the new job-freezing order of McNutt ha 

AtvUt \ flxA InJonf nf rfUTi 

IJXIlj PDI VVU Ul |\TBUUUI WSi. aMWi« V* 

plete rigidity. 

The WLB a Status 

What needs to be done k not complex 
I but It will he far-reaching to its effect o 
labors morale. The President must, withi 
the framework of his Apr. 8 order, restoi 
the WLB as an independent agency, opera i 
tog within its judgment and discretion. J 
has shown that it can be trusted, and * 
have the labor leaden* 

I believe to a trade-union moveroei 
which is national -minded, I believe that ti 
real interests of. the worker* are to to 
with the interest* of the nation as a who) 
But one must remember that labor is stv 
in its basic thought habits, wage-mtodc^ 
just as business b still profit-minded* 

We can demand greatness of soldiers, b 
cause that Ji the military tradition. B 

, . ... __i_ * I i.i 

now can we as* greauic** im »uui 
we do not aide any comparable greatness 
our bustoessmeor 

'That b flie question the Roosevelt A 
ministration wiD have to answer. If the a- 

t. *ftficftv4rirv (L A/Imtftwtrfttii 

avrea j» uw\ —— ----- — - 

runs a risk not only of losing labor* potitit 
su pport, bu t also of diminishing labor's p r 
i jiyli Aiy a tbe war.— M ax IxswS. 11 " 
Cw tfw, IMS, bvMtii r*b*CB*~* 
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‘Lems Defie s WL B 
At Celanese Plant 

Umfi Omtpc+AMK* Q V 

NEW ABIC, Apr. 16 -I ohn L.Xewis s re- 
ply yesterday to the War Labor Board's 
\ (WLB) demaiid that he end the "raid" 
strike at thg \Celaj>ese Corp , plant here was 
direct but Unofficial i 

\ Members of District United^ Mine 
Workers^ voted to continue their work stop- 
page at the war plant and reformed their 
picket-lines. 


The company, which manufactures 
tial plastics for the Army sod Navy, said, 
however, that more employes were return- 
ing to work, ^an<3 that production was 
increasing. Workers of America, 

CIO, whose lo&aT Lewises raiding, con- 
firmed the statement. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Vincent J. Murphy 
of ^rsvark was reported to have warned 
Roy/Spugan, District fiO sub-regional or- f 
gan/zert and H ow^/GC another UMW 
official, to calf off them strike immediately. 

Gill, who formerly headed the Textile 
Workers local, is now out on bail of $2000, 
accused of having obtained money tinder 
false pretenses. 

The charge against him and Mrs. Hen- 
rietta Hechy, former recording secretary 
for the local and now* a District 50 member, 
also out on bail, is that they took $1170 of 
the CI Q unyn jfc fond when they 
to Lewis. Both now face grand jury action. 
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The Inside Story - . '™ 

Special Group 
For Lewis ‘Out’ 

Administration Leaders Re- 
ject His Request for New Board 
To Settle Coal Dilute' ~ 

By James A. Wechsldi V 

rjTi km 

WASHINGTON, Mar. SO. -Ad ministra- 
tion leaders— led by rf^V-wont yield to 
any proposal by To! in iN^ewis for creation 
of a ‘"special commisskm to settle the coal 
k \ dispute. This point was settled some days 
ago, it is understood, when Secretary of 
Labor Perkins informally proposed estab- 
lishment of a three-man board, led by 
i Harold lekes, to decide the conflict, FDR 
V? and Economic Stabilizer Byrnes both re- 
| yscted the idea, insisted that— tinless the 
; operators and union agree among them- 
| selves— the ease will go to the War Labor 
d Board. FDR made that official in his tele* 
\ gram to the negotiator* last week. 


v| A drastic personnel shakettp bos taken 
* place qufcfly in CIO '* OH Workers Union. 
Edu.in SwSmitb . director of the unions or- 
ganizing committee and former member of 
the NRLB, has resigned; 90 has Mfllon ji 
sJ Kaufman , organizer who formertk worked- 
A for theSewspaper -GutK d. W ^iarrvh^lor. 

1 who helped organize Ford and latcrr&orkea 
in aircraft, tdfi replace Smith. It dO adds 
. up to increased strength for anti-left ^wingers 
inside CIO. 
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The American delegation that vfeftod 
Bolivia after the tow over Bolivian labor 
corxiitkms it back and has submitted Ha re- 
port to the State Dept Members are Waiting 
for the Department to release K.BoJWatU 
AFL member of the delegation, rep«rf* that 
the group loumd the slogan “Bolivia lor the 
Bolivi ans plastered oe walls by Nationalist 
groups. But in one place a cynical native 
had written under the il 
serve 
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/Goodm gn, fomverty with the Treas- 
ury iSept 7 fco* been nomad Washington 
representative for Samuel Wotchok’¥Usi&£t j 
Retag and WTiofeaofc Etwploue* U*jb& . Hell 
concentrate on OPA issues. . . - Hobart 
lumber, counsel for the Tola* Committee, 
will be named shortly to head e new mum- 
power unit M the War Production Board. 
... A high AFL official says that the British 
labor delegation, led by Sir Walter Citrine, 
dined as guests pf "Big BIT Hutcheson of. 
the carpenters union on ihek recent visit; 
another guest, he reports, was Jehu L. 
Lewis. 
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leant was in Soon 1576 Penn ay 1 rani e Bbtti.# «»* 5 

W „ . . ■ #r- 



Af - S' ;*■> 

appeared te shadow akiTt 'J&f* - 



at 8 i*X. Agents 
•object. 

Agent raoeirad instructions fro* tha of fin* -Ifcat 
ha was to aeoure the written reports of Agents ^HHIV *® 
and bring same iraaediately to the office# Phis agent did# 

Agent, at noon secured a room oloaar to aubJeot# 
▼i*x #m£, aubJeot haring 1606. Agent was nnabie ta gat a «ww 
oonneotion than this. 
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>inT< ng jnll ftWIhfl & 


who bAi V 





'engaged in eonreraation with aubJeot in the lohhy of tha fcothl IJl'- 

-• - -%• 

this meant be in* at tha telephone at tha tine of their Aapurtafa ^ 
Lined with Agent ■■■ In the Lobby to oarer *abjeet# 


TT 

-x" * •* , ’ „ -r J 

'« ' ‘V 


re turned to hi* room* _ 

■hile masted together# agent abaerred termer 



In the lobby# Me passed agents merer al tlae 
he had aade os# 


Read by 

Agent dee Idea to leare agent' 
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^spost MMX art 
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lew York City 
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T-21-8B 


sal in Chari 


yuly 81. 



II BISi AiDSaiYT ATJEL^T 113 UAH (001K) ^rr.,|i« 

jp(£ s,r ‘ 


Penney Ivan 1* and. joined Agents' 


an d' 


et 5.50 PJL 


to discontinue and proceed to Bureau 


1. A ^ 

'J- 


VI 


Wit Informed by Agent 

ftffifii, 

Upon my arrival et Bureau office was informed subject 
had left the eity on the S3. PBISCIX11 of the PA LI BITffi tIE,V 
5,50 p.U» Agent remained at office and was later instructed 
take the 11 p.M* train for Providenoe, R. I., which was done* - v ^ 
^ttly 88. At IS. 01 A. u. was enroute to Providence in company with 


Agoi 


for the purpose of meeting the S3 Priscilla at pall „ 

; vr 

Biver, Kass* and keeping subject under surveillance. ^ ^ 

The train arrived at Providence, R. I. at 4*55 A.M.* •- 
which was SO nitrates late and* agents therefore missed their eoaneotions 
for pall River, Maes. We then hoarded the next train. Leaving at 5.50 


A,*, and arrived in rail Hirer at 6*80 A* ( Standard tj 


. % 


c ftn i 

wcavu •« v«r — - 


r fQf OMimV 

L« IU f 1 


tsxi to the pall River Line Wharf, where we learned the boat had 
Agents then got In touch $y 



.1 4g*a{ f 




in Charge, sdward J. Brennan, at lew York, who fTr*«Y»*** -I tW g**-* 1 " ] 

touch with Agent In Charge Laly at Providence, 




Providence agents were Informed by Mr* Laly that 'subject h*d 

• * "■ ■ ' ■ ■ 1 " " __ " L " ^ 
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another part of the lobby, which bo lid* 

■hile va to blog agent tHHI 82 * «oToriog the Mrd 
Street aide azlt of tbo botol as wall, agent observed 
la eanrerwatlon with a nan whoa agent did aot know* this nan 
left after a few moaants oonrersation and want ©Ter and net 

beside Agent m|f Agent watched m^to aaa what hit 
next wot a would ha and whan agent turned again to look at agent 
" ha had disappeared, presumably through the vain antranoa 


on 7 th Arenue as ge did not leare by the 33rd Street aide azlt. 


» av AM m a Av» « A a m via wa am *1 O m p i A 
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•6 

there awaited farther derelo pnente, which came In the foxn of a 
telephone co ocuni ootlon frost the office at about 7i30 to oheok 

♦ 

out of the hotel and diecontinue this matter* This agent did, 
leering the hotel at 6 fj« ** 

Unless otherwise instructed, agent will oonwlder 
this inrestigation concluded, r 
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pursuant to Instructions to oovei^W ^ffi* arrlAns 
tr on Boston st 7.45 P.M., ml place subject coaler surrwillsnas V 
reported, at Grand Central station at 7 P.E. and joined Agent 
Subject arrlTed at 7*56 P.ll. fStandard Sine), accompanied by his mile. 
Tney boarded taxi, followed by agents, and rode to FannsylTania Botal, 
sent to their room after purchasing several evening papers. 

The writer eommunicat ed with office and raoelTed . 
instructions to follow subject should he leave town. Was also instruct 
sd to engage room at hotel, inquired for room at 10*30 P.M. and mas 
informed by elexk they were holding only reservations, _ ^ 

Surveillance was continued up to 12 midnight, mi as 
subject did not leave up to this hour, agents discontinued, as ma 
concluded he was going to remain for the night. 
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